
   

 

  

Welcome to the Office of Aboriginal Affairs 

regular newsletter. 

Keeping you up to date with what’s happening 

across the Northern Territory, your region and 

community.  

 

The Aboriginal Affairs Sub-Committee of Cabinet 

(AASCC) has held meetings at Gapuwiyak and 

Wurrumiyanga. 

The meetings chaired by the Chief Minister were 

attended by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, 

Selena Uibo MLA and other sub-committee 

members including Aboriginal Advisors Maria 

Pryor, Timmy Djawa Burarrwanga, James Parfitt 

and Tristan Duggie. 

It was the first time many of the advisors had 

visited Gapuwiyak and the Tiwi Islands. The 

meetings discussed many key matters such as 

local decision making, Joint Council on Closing the 

Gap, the Land & Sea Action Plan, remote housing, 

town camps and homelands, the development of 

the Aboriginal Affairs Strategy, Treaty, Barkly 

Regional Deal and the status of the Aboriginal 

Justice Agreement.  

The next meet is scheduled for the end of 

September at Borroloola. 

The Sub-Committee of Cabinet is made up of 10 
members, five government members including the 
Chief Minister, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, 
Member for Arafura, Member for Karama and 
Member for Namatjira and five Aboriginal 
Advisors representing Top End, Big Rivers, East 
Arnhem, Barkly and Central Australia. 
 

Tristan Duggie, from 

Mungkarta Community, near 

Tennant Creek has been 

newly appointed to the Sub-

Committee. 

Mr Duggie, is a strong 

valuable community voice 

who is a dedicated artist and 

educator, he has a wealth of 

experience as a senior teacher assistant in his 

community, and is currently employed with the 

Department of Education’s Transition Support 

Unit as a Student and Family Support Officer for 

the Barkly Region.  He is studying an Advanced 

Diploma in Education, and has extensive 

experience in facilitating and presenting at local, 

national and international forums. 

While attending the 
festivities of 
Barunga Festival 
over the June long 
weekend, Office of 
Aboriginal Affairs engaged with community and 
promoted the First Circles Program, the 2019 NT 
Aboriginal Leadership & Governance Forum, 
talked treaty, and other important Aboriginal 
Affairs matters to community. 
 

Throughout 2019, our team will continue to 
attend a number of significant Aboriginal 
events/festivals to promote and raise awareness 
about the work being undertaken by the NT 
Government.  
 

Next up – NAIDOC Week 7-14 July 2019 

Tristan Duggie

Department of the Chief Minister Staff 

Mischa Cartwright & Wallace Dennis



   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Ten First Circles' members meet with Cabinet to 
discuss solutions and opportunities for 
government to work with remote communities on 
a range of projects, government policies and 
programs impacting them and their communities.  
This followed on from a journey that commenced 
in September 2018 and involved learning about 
the government, its policies, programs and mode 
of operation. The program also included learning 
about language and how to produce and present 
effective presentations. 

The First Circles Leadership Program supports 
emerging Aboriginal leaders from across remote 
communities and has up to 16 members.  
 
The program identifies, mentors and supports the 
next generation of Aboriginal leaders. The next 
group of First Circles Members will be announced 
in July.

 

 

The Forum is designed to stimulate, inspire and 

celebrate what leadership and governance means 

to Aboriginal people today. 
 

The forum will bring together Aboriginal leaders, 

community, corporate and business to share 

stories, challenges and opportunities about 

leadership and governance. 

This is a key event on this year's Aboriginal Affairs 

calendar.  

 

This event is proudly supported by Aboriginal 

Peak Organisations of the NT (APO NT), 

Australian Institute of Company Directors and 

Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations 

(ORIC).  
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First Circles Members with NT Cabinet Ministers

Department of the Chief Minister Staff with the Tangentyere Womens  

Family Safety Group

Aboriginal Advisors James Parfitt & Maria Pyro with First Circles 

member Michael Maymuru
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