ATTACHMENT 1

From: Graeme Lewis <granorlewis@houneaicurn -

Sent: Monday, 26 November 2012 8:47 PM

To: braedon@bigpond com; Daniel Davis; Ross Connolly;
Tory.Mencshelyi@countryliberals.org.au; Terry Mills

Subject: Re: Presidents questions

Good Evening Braedon,

I note your comments that you have not and will not threaten me, and that writing of our friendship,
you "hope the current status quo will remain.” T cannot see that any of my emails "jeopardise the
Party and others,” any more than do yours. Indeed I am trying with great patience to address the
issues you have created to prevent any jeopardy to the Party.

And so it is that I simply MUST respond to your allegations about Foundation 51. [ have discussed its
MO with Terry Mills, and [ do think that the only sclution, especially after this exchange is that it be
wound up - a great shame in my opinion.

After several weeks of fending off requests for refunds from donors to the Party and F51, and the
breaking of commitments by one company - [ have no earthly need to know or understand what
happened there, as [ was only reporting on "income streams"” or lack thereof - and now this latest
refund request comes from you of alf people. Disappointing to say the least.

Your contributfon to F51 was in June 2009. You were drawn in by Lantry, and you have sent me the
manifest that he published as a newsletter. There is in my view, no inconsistency at all between the
positions outlined by him and by me.

You will recall that in 2009, the NT was dealing with a hung parliament, and the CLP was preparing for
a snap election. We worked bloody hard to place ourselves in a strong position for that election - which
of course never happened but it could have,

Lantry and the strategists spent a bundle of money - more in fact than was raised. The income in the
year to 30 June 2009 was $206,090, including your welcome contribution of $20,000. However,
spending reached $240,083, which included $187,374 of professional fees to researchers and
pollsters. All the money raised was spent and overspent.

That shartfall was made up in the 2010 year, when revenue reached $143,682, and spending on
research and functions reached only $111,989, thus covering the shortfall opf the previous year. In
2010/2011, revenue was $105,318, and expenses totalled $104109, showing a small profit. Member
revenue fell off, and functions were important to meet the research costs that were essential, aimed at
preparation for the inevitable 2012 election.

[ suggest therefore that your 2009 contribution was more than well spent according to the Lantry
manifest. The smaller number of participants in our programme as time went by, may have been the
resuit of Lantry leaving the NT, but the prograimmes had to be continued as far as possibte. During this
time, such concepts as the CLP’s planning strategy, its alcohol policy and the law and order strategies
were being formulated, costing lots of money, and the success achieved in these areas was borne out
in August 2012,

In the year ended 30 June 2012, it waqﬁ.\u@lw~@c}‘;ter to generate funds, both directly and through very
successful functions. Revenue totallvdf'p‘)37 22? Expcndlture in that year amounted to $224,780,
which included the following: ,
/ o

Polling and associated research for the August Election ( $195,050" (/@Q X ,\’Q(Q {\/’/
Concept Davelopment for August Election \ ¢ 21,523/ o — Y YA
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In the months to 31 August another $200,000 was received, spent on polling $110000, consultants re
the debt strategies and policies $34,000, concept development $34160, plus travel, McGrath outgoings
etc. Once again, the contributors were clearly aware, and did generally stipulate that the funds raised
would be devoted to NT elections in 2012 or thereafter.

These figures may not satisfy your curiosity, but should indicate to you that the strategies outlined by
Lantry and me have been followed.

Likewyou; I will be mortified If tis information becomas widaty known, It must be cigsely held for
obvious reasons.

Finally I turn to your frequently written and stated claim that [ have "withheld" financial information
from you. All the financial infarmation relating to the Party is maintained by the staff and held at the
Secretariat. You have been in your position for just 15 days, during all of which you have heen in
attack mode, placing me in defence mode. You have now articulated what you want to happen, so I
will assist the staff to prepare whatever reports you might request, so that they can be presented
eithar to the Finance Committee or the Management Committee, [ have already had discussions with
the new Deputy Treasurer, who is most anxious to participate in the processes which might ultimately
meet your stated requirement.

I do resent your oft-stated intention that I should hand the "reigns over,” only, it seems, on the basis
that you do not want me around. But we each have our own thoughts and intentions, and as you make
very clear in your email, your opinion is that the options will be played out finally by the Management
Committee according to your rules. 1 guess I must get used to that if [ want to stay involved. And I do.

Graeme Lewis



NEWS

Fund no
secret
to CLP
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EXCLUSIVE

COUNTRY Liberal Party offi-
cials knew about alleged slush
fund Foundalion 51's involve-
menl wilh the party since 2009
bul did not disclose 1L, letlers
and emails released Lbrough
the Freedom ol Information
Actshow.,

The letlers  forwarded W
the palice (or investigation
have now been released.

‘I'hey indicate thal CLI? ofh-
cials were slill denying conned
tions 1o the  mystlerious
company Lo clectoral commis-
gioner [ain Loganathan undil
late 2014, despile its direclor
Gracme Lewis developing pol
icy fov the party since 2009
that “(cost) lols of money” for
researchers and pollsters

Current CLP president and
Lthen-secretary ‘Tory Meneshe
lyi wrole to the commissioner
m o letler dated October 10,
2004 1w amend the 2012-13 an-
nual parly donor relums o m
clude Foundation 51 for the
firsL lime

“I' make this amendinent
based on inforination provided
tome hy Graeme Lewis (diveu
tor) of Foundation 55 Py Tad
on 22 September 2014, she
wrale "Previously, | owas un
aware ol this infoemation”

Bul an email feom e Lewis
o years carlier, dated No-
vemher 20, 2012, 1o then Chiel
Minister Feevy Mills, former
president Rracdon Farley, as
well as subsequent pasty presi
dents Ross Connolly and Vs
Mencshelyr, clealy  oallined
the contribulivas Foundaiion
Slwas makang (e ithe o LP

“Phe meome n e year o

30 June 2009 was $206,09),
including (Mr Larley's) wel-
come vonbribulion ol
$20,000," My Lewis wrole
“Ilowever, spending reached
£240,083,  which  included
$187.374 ol professional (ees Lo
rescarchers and pollsters. All
the money raised was spent
and overspent,”

“I'ne email conlines Lo out
line how Foundation 51 funded
vescarch and policy develop-
ment [or the party up o the
2012 election campaign
through Tunds obtained Trom
local businesses,

“During this lime, such con
eepls as the CLP's planning
slrategy, ils alcohol policy and
the taw and order stralegices
were being formulated, cosling
lots of money, and the success
achieved in these arcas was
borne oul in August 2012, N
Lewis wrole

Despite being included i
that ¢mail, Lhen parly presi-
dent M Connolly wrole 1 a
Jetler dated July 17, 2014 1hat
The CLIE had no linancial inler
estin Foundation 61

My Loganathan wld the N
News hoe was familiar with Lhe
leters  and  had Toewarded
them on (o police lasl year

The NI Police celeased the
lindings of thew mvestigalion
last O3ctober, which indicalod a
prima Gacie case had been os
lablished with "a reasonable
chunce of convichion”

However, Diveclor ol Pubhe
Prosecubions Jarke Karezewska
dropped the matier cfaiming n
was nulin the publicinterest to
pursuc il

Mr arczewsla dedlined 1o
caomment on Lhis sloey Mg
Mencshelyi did not vespond ta
questhioms Mr Lewis sazd Foun
dativa 51 onby contributed *im
kand donatinns” bhased on s
lnowledge thal was used (o
develop policy
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I3 June 2000

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENT1AL

R

M. Bill Shepheard, -~

Electoral Commigsioner

Northern Terriiory Elerioral Commission,
GPG Box 2419,

DARWIN NT 0801

Dear Siy,

Foundaiion 51 Piv Lid

We refer io your lerier dated 9 April 2009 referring io matters surrounding 2 Company called
Foundation 31 Pty Lid. Thank you for your analysis of issues that refawe to the legal reporting
requirements of the Northern Teritory Country Liberal Party (“Country Liberals™). We assure
you of this Party’s intention o adhere to the requirements 5f Northern Territory legislation.
YYou have prefaced vowr letter by referring ro correspondence from ihe Ausiralian Labor Party
requesting that you urgently and formally mnvestigate “the current status of Foundation 51™
and you have sct out certain “assertions” which have been made. We are uncertain as to why
you would comply with this request, and ask whether you propose to fransmit our response io
ihe Ausiralian Labor Party. We are desirous io satisfy your enquiry, but not that of ithe
Australian Labor Paity.

We make the poini herein that the Company. Foundation 51 Pty Ltd, is not in any way relaied
i0, or controfted by this Party, Whilst we are well awsre of asserfions that you raise, our
enquiry of the Directors of the Company enables us to assure you thai all legal requirements
of this Party wilf be mei,

Furthermore, al ihis iime, there is no event vr financial wansaction that would in any way
establish the relanonship thai vou describe as an “associated enity™ and variously as a
“related enbity.

We are noi aware that the Foundation 51 Pry (4d has given assurances o ainyone abouw
disclasure under the Electoral Act, and we have certaint? advised them, conststent wiily yonr
letrer. thai thiz wounld be inappropriate. We concede that ithere has been fiferature cireulaied by
Foundaiion 5t ~ not this Party - dhat the Company o “an injtistive o Counery Liberals,” and
we have requested thal the Company desisi from ibis statement. We have however, been
advised by e Diceciors of Foundailon 31 Pry id, ihai ihe business plan of the Company
deseribes tis business as, engaging in cominercial activites consistent with policies of “liberal
and consevvaive polities tn the Cevritory

22729 Watilans Road, INGIL O30
Postal; GO Rox 4 194, DARWIN 177 060)
felenhang: (08) 8945 (744 Fax: (08 30438 065G
Sl ' o o Web:
ARN:HE 029 UGS 207



We will continue 10 monitor the actjvities of Foundation 1 Pty L as far as it is possible for
us 1o do 5o, and will without qualification, assure you, that this Party abides strictly by the
reporting requirements of the relevant legislation; and in accordance with your advice.

We further advise, that we are obtaining an independent legal opinion in this matter; and if it
iranspires that any activity or relationship, financial or otherwise, becomes apparent between
the Company and this Party, we can assure you of our intention to ensure prompt and
effective compliance with both Federal and Northern Terr:tory Legislation.

Yours faithfully,

Peter £ len
Direcoor
Country Liberais

21229 MicMillans Road, JINGIL 0810
Posial: GPO Box 4194, DARWIN VT 0801
Teleohone; (U8) 8945 (744 Fayx: (08 3548 0655
Email: o gt te o Webroal
ABN 53 029 065 407




ABN 58 028 065 407
17 July 2014 GPO Box 4194 DARWIN NT 0801
08 8948 1744
The Electoral Commissioner secrelarial@countryliberals.org.au
Northern Territory Electoral Commission www countryliberals org.au
GPO Box 2418
facahook.com/CountryLiberal

DARWIN NT 0801 RS =
Aftention. Mr fain Loganaihan

WITEGUT PREJUBNCE

{fear fain,

Thank you for your lefier dated 6 June 2014 advising raceipi of a complaint by the Ausiralian Labor Party
(NT Branch) in relation to various documenis they purport fo avidence an 'associated entity' relationship
hetween ihe Couniry Liberals (Cl.s) and Foundaiion 51 Pty Lid (F51). | apologise sincerely fori ihe delay
in forwarding this rasponse.

As my presidency of ihe CLs is relatively receni in ielation o some 2f the matiers raised in the complaint,
my response io your letier iz necessanily based on discuzsions with other senior imerihers of the party

Your letier provides the basis upon which ihe assessment must he made as i whether an 'associaied
sniity' relationship exists, and seeks response in relation to ihose criteria,

The first is in relation to control. In this vegard, it is my advice thal F51 has been, and reinains, an
independent legal entity in which the ClLLs have no financial or managemant inierest, and over which we
certainly exeicise no control. We acknowledge that Graeme Lewis s a member of our Management
Commitiee, and also a director of F51, howevel | note that Mr Lew's does not report to the CLs i refation
to F51, regularly or otherwise, nor do the CLs direct, instruct or review F51.

The second relates fo the signiticance of the extent ta which the eriity (F51) operates for the benefit of
the political party. | suggest io assess ihis matter requires an unds:standing of the breadih of operations
of the entity and the amount and nature of the support provided to ne party relative io its iotal revenues
and other expendiitie. Wiils the party acknowledges ihat suppor has been received from 51, we are
iot aware of the significance of this support in velation o Fo1's other activities or its financial position.
Acoordingly, fregrat ! am unable 1o assigh with this agpect of the aszessment, but assume engquiries of
F51 will allow an appropriaie assesaimeni of significance to be macz. | also note that we enjoy the
suppoit of ofher donars from time to time ihat support the CLs (0 a more significant financial extent than

does F51,

[ rake the fullowing chservaiions in telation o the dosumentaiien o nished in support of the complainit,
which compriges, in chronological oider:

14 copy of a letier dated 24 March 2014 addressed i me from Cepuly Treasurer Eli Melky,

2 A gopy of an smail from nie to Graeme Lewis and ofhers dated 26 March 2014,

&4 copy of an email iom Braeme Lawis to me and others also daied 2C March 20714

1 EN Melky's leitar of 24 March 2014,

Tha fact that i Melky feli the nead © wilte he lefier after spendin, & siyniticani and active iime in the
party, including at quite senior levels, aciwally illushaies ihat ihe C 3 do not mainiain any closs o
preprieiary relationship with £51.

2. My zmail {0 Graeme Lewis and others dated 26 March.
My smail ic Graeme Lewis doas nod addiess FST in arry 16spacy
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3. Mr Lewis's email (v ms and others
M- Lewis's response © imy email referances to 2 issues of concetit.

The first is =aid to have exisied hriefly ssveral years ago, remedied promptly, and 'addressed with the
AEC' | have been unable io delerming what this issue involved, but | am advised that at no time has F51
shared a PO box with the Ghs,

The second issue related to the esiablishment of the F51 website | am advised that F51 engaged an
independsiit conmarcial service provider 1o undartake this task, ang it is now evident that the license for
ihe domain wags inappropriaiely obtained in the nama of tha Country Liberal Party. The contracted service
provider had alse provided services (o the CLs af that time, but was - of briefed tu create the website by
oF for vhe Farty, nov (¢ siyie ths licence in ihis way. I was an admmnisivative aivor of which neither the CL's
senior managemeni nav the direciors of F51 were aware until recentiv. Af no time did the CLs pay any
domain licence astablishrnent or renewal fees, witn these costs presumably Deing met by F51 at all iimes,
| am advisad fhat when the ervor was identified, it was immediaiely remedied by the transier of the
domain licence ownarship (0 an appropriate holder, alihough the record of previous 'ownership' will
remain a matier of public record indefinitely.

it is appropriaie to nove that the activities of members of the |.egislaive Assembly, either as individuals or
colleciively as ihe Partiamentary Wing, is to a significant degree separate from the activities of ths Paity,
and we are noi always aware of their initiatives.

I is submiited ihat the trivial nature of these two matiers should be assessed in ithe context of the
behaviour of both the CLs and F51 over the years of F51i's existence. The Cls have completed their
annual and electoral retuins diligently and honestly throughout, and | assure you that the return in relation
io the recent Blain by-slection will be completed accurately and honsstly and lodged in a timely manne

In regaid i the financial disclosure raquirements of the Act, your thid dof. peint relates to the activities of
ihe CLs, with the others relating to obligations of F51. | assure you inat we remain committed to
completing the retum described accurately and completely

The Coupiry Liberals are commitied o maintaining an honest and respectiul relationship with the NTEC
and AEC. We will naiually accept the ouicome of your inguiry and 1vidertake to comply fully with any
changes requirad (o fuivie reporting.

youn & faithiully

SO e Els

4,

Rogs Ceonnoally
President
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Mr lain Loganathan

Electoral Commissioner

Northern Teritory Electoral Comimissior,
GPO Boy 2419

DARWIN HT 9801

Dear Mir Loganaihan,

| am writing t= vou ag Party Agent for the: Country Liberals (Noithern Tervitory) for the
purposes of the Notthern Termitory Electoral Commission.

Plaase find enciosed an Annval Return Aimendment for the financial year 2012/2013.

i make this amendment basad on information provided to me by Mr Graeme Lewis of
Foundation 51 Pty Lid on 22 September 2014, Previously | was unaware of thig
information.

Sheould you have any enquiries in regard to this matter please contact me on 0419
289 291 or 08 8248 1744.

Viours sivcerely, -
e

‘I'vf . /
S A

b

Victoria Mencshelyi




LADis-AR3A

POLITICAL PARTY AND BRANCH

Annual Return Amendment 2013 /303

(Insert Financial Year)

Refer to the Disclosure Handbook for Political Parties at www ntec.nt.gov.au before completing this return

1 PARTY DETAILS
[Name of Party e

COUNTRY LIBERALS ( NORTHERN TERRITORY
Postal Address ' A

PO BOX 4194

DAaZWIN NT O0KO0|

Tel rio. (BH), Facsimile. no. E-mall addrass
0 RA48 117440k RA4% 065pltory. men cshe%. ) cown‘rvqhbcrals.
2 AGENT DETAILS org“au
Name

VICTORIA MENCSHELY )
Postal Address

OPO BROX 3459

DAEWIN NT 0%0)

Tel no. (BH) Facsimile no, E-mail address
08894817144 __Itory mencshelyi @ conntyhiberals . 0vg.
3 CERTIFICATION o

| certify that the information in this re)u:q and its attachments is true and complete

esAgent's Signature /VZW”- .........................

Date 10 ,10,2014

PRINTNAME  ViCTOr1o MEncsr (tj'

Previous amendment number (if this year's return has previously been amended):

Address enquirles and returns to: NTEC use only
Northem Tarritory Electaral Commission Amendment No.
GPO Box 2419 DARWIN NT 0801

Telephone: 088999 5000 and 1800 MYVOTE Date recelved
Facsimile: 08 8999 7630 E-mall: mallinteo@ntdoy.a

Registration No.

Page 1 of 3 pages




Political Party & Branch Annual Return - Amendment, continued

C PAYMENTS

TOTAL PAYMENTS FOR THIS FINANCIAL YEAR (Wiite ‘N/A’ If no change to this part)

Previous amount $ N/ A Amended amount $ N / A

64 TOTAL DEBTS AS AT 30 JUNE (Wrte WA' f o change (o ths par)

Previous amount $

Amended amount $ N / pa

11 riglnal item and nqtlnu orby
Tghted and tha chgpge shown

" .Amo_y_nt SRR
| owed Loan detalls
% : $
6.2a Debts previously omitted
“'\.‘\
\\_\
\\_\
6.2b Amendments to information previously submitted

Altach additional sheets as necessary — numbered as attachment . of ... . aitachments

Page 3 of 3 pages




Political Party & Branch Annual Return - Amendment, continued

4 RECEIPTS

}%“&:&;‘gﬁﬁ: -. 4

Previous amount$| %‘7 2 (934__ Amended amount $ |

KQB 684 ==

e

T

4, 2a Receipts previously omltted

Foundation 51 | PoBox 199 Darmwin  |Est Min Kk !
P+3 Lt+d NT O%0!’ 20,000 —|
~
\
\\

\

\

\

4.2b Amendment to information previously submitted

T~

\ .

™~

Attach additional sheets if necessary — numbered as attachment ... ..

Page 2 of 3 pages

of .. .

. altachmenls



31 Ociober 2014

The Electoral Comimissionar

Norihern Tetritory Elecioral Cominission
GPQ Box 2416

DARWIM NT 0801

Adteniion: My 1ain Loganaihan

Oear lain,

ARN 58 (20 (65 407

GFPO Box 4194 DARWIN NT 0801
U 2048 1744
presilen@couniylbienals vig du
vavew.counliyiberals org gu
{aceboolk.com/CouniryLiberals

| acknowledge receipt of your lstter daied 07 October 2014 in relation 1o ive metier oi Foundation 51 Pty Lid (F51),
and note the provigion by them of a iae donur reiurn coverlng the 2012 slecilon. You note that F51 is proposing to
comply with the disclosure requiremenls of an 'associated entity' of the Ceiniry Liberats, bui your leiter doss not
make clear whaiher this iniention applies from the incepiion of the Compeny ar sore laier date.

Your letier inviies the Party 1o reassess lis relationship with F51 and to resonsider returns lodged since the inceptlon

of F5'1 in February 2009.

he Parly asserts ihat its retwins iroughout ihe period from 2008 have hen compleied in good faith and in

accordance with the then held racords

From ihe material newly provided by you, the Party riow undersiands iha: F51 provided 'in-kind' suippont io ihe
psiimated value of $20,000 in relation o the 2012 elecilon. Accordingly, ine Party has already lodged an amendad
return maiching ihe In-kind" suppart declared by F51, We have no basis ‘o atbibuting a value to this suppori othe

than accepiance of the value declared by F5'i

The Party understands that F51 undertaking of their own vollion {o compy with the disclosure requirements of an
‘associated entity' of the Countiy Liberals generates obligations more for dhem than the Party. In preparing fuiwe
raiims, fowever, we will seel formal advice from F51 in regard to whai.  any, declarations of 'in-kind' suppoit ihey

are planning o make, and inclucle a imaiching entry on our daeclavation,

yours iaithiully
Counivy Liberals

H

*‘

fFoss Gonrotty
Fresident

- ——




ATTACHMENT 3

Lam uponne 1.2

Fram: Graeme Lewis [mailto:granorlewis@hotmail.com) ? ] & // L,L
Sent: Wednesday, 26 March 2014 10:14 PM

To: Ross Connelly Pt

cc: Eli Melky; Paniel Davis; (G PET . 1AED
Subject: RE; SMS messages to Eli Melky 5 | S/

WRITTEN AND SENT IN ABSOLUTE CONFIDENCE

Good Evening Ross,

Thank you for your email/letter. | note that it is copied to three other gentlemen, and
therefore | shall respond in that same way.

There is an old mission statement used by a well-known service club "to build up and not
destroy,” and you have been the epitome of exercising that mission throughout your
Presidency. | commend you for that, and in that same spirit, | too offer you this response.

I note that Mr Melky tabled two transcripts of SMS items that [ sent ta him. In fact | sent
four such messages and he responded in kind with four also. Would you like to see all of
them? Whilst | do reject his characterisations, | recognise that | was justifiably angry with
his actual and implied various attacks on both you and me, on Saturday and in his letter. |
can give you the undertaking you request that all future written communications from me,
whether by text, email or letter to anyone, will be professional and respectful. Indeed theye
shall be none, after this.

I do hope you will find this response meets the criteria to be professional and respectful.

I acknowledge that as Deputy Treasurer (not "assistant” -am | right?}, Mr Melky may well be
entitled to information regarding the Party's finances, and | did previously offer to assist him
in his mission, but that was in vain. But his letter to you stepped well outside of that range
of enquiry, and canvassed other issues to which he is not necessarily entitled, by virtue of
his Deputy Treasurer position. The information regarding Party finances is of course freely
available from eélected officers of the Party, inciuding your good self. | have recently

briefed one of the Vice Presidents and of course the Treasurer.

Ross you did advise me of the discussions this morning regarding Foundation '51 and | thank
that must rlghtly é;(lst between the Par ty and’&ri Foundahon One of those issues was
remedied within days of it occurring several years ago, ago, but | am well aware of that item
remaining on Google pages to this day. Perhaps Daniel knows how to deal with that too. The
matter has long ago been addressed with the Australian Electoral Commission, and is

an issue no longer.

The other matter - that of the domain address and ownershlp you brought to my attention
just today. It is quite disappomting ‘that this has in Fact been known to members of the team
even for years, but was never ever advised to me as a member of the tearn. The position will
now be remedied as guickly as possible. it may or may not be prudent to raise the issue with




the AEC. | think not, but | shall refer it far further confirmation, and 1 will advise you
e .

personally Rass. Facts are facts, and whiist regrettable, as long as they are addressed when
identified, | believe the honafides of the situation will win out. The error was made by an iT
operative who has in fact also worked professionally for the Party and the Parliamentary
wing in this IT area, and he is today licking his wounds. I would recommend that his services
be terminated, although he is a financial Life Member. The Foundation has in fact always
paid the fees attached to this domain registration.

But the issue of the Foundation does need to be clarified. The wide canvassing by My
Melky's widely-circulated Ietter, of the existence of Foundation 51 and its now-claimed
relationship with the Party, draws the whole matter into wide focus. The intent of Mr Melky
to further canvass issues of the Foundation at future meetings causes me to actively
consider disposing of the whole concept, refund the monies in hand, and forfeit the
opportunities that have been built in past years, to assist in the political spectrum of the
Narthern Territory. It would be a shame, just to satisfy the egos of a few, and one hopes
that garage sales will be able to replace the Faundatian in providing adequate resources for
future profile building. | have made the Chief Minister aware of this probability, _much to his
concern. He and | have on_many occasions discussed the matter of th the Foundation, and he  is
well rhsEcqed to havmg the Foundatson continue its activity, w with the wall between the .
entities currently, “fixed in place.

| reiterate to you that | believe | am duty bound to advise other people, including
contributors, of the danger now at hand that the wall will be torn down. | cannot know how
this can now be resolved. The horse may well have bolted already, and the more public
discussion that takes place, the more | personally with others, are vulnerable, and
accauntable to the many contributors who support the Foundation regularly. I cannot
fathom what is the motivation of those who would attack in this way, what has been built
with great success and goodwill,and | have to guestion how many garage sales and golf days
will be needed to produce the many millions of dollars that wili be required before the end

of the year 2016.

Indeed a plan to set up a communication network under the F51 banner, must now be
scrapped. The Foundation has already contributed significantly towards the activities of the

T e

Blain by-election ln TEtraspect - wottlever in view of this current interrogation!

your email did not canvass the issue of the Foundation, but | am compelled to comment,
knowing the tenor of the letter from Mr Melky, the certainty that these matters were
discussed this morning, and regrettably, will be again.

You have sought cammitment ﬁom me to "commence this task“ ofaddressmg the ali
note the ltmetable y0u | have set and’ l"hoh“e_—\/oul tmwetable is achievable! The dollar cost will
be considerable and is not included in the budget.

Ross t have long enjoyedt the cut-and-thrust of politics. | do ask you whether you think our
Party has outgrown the concept of family and teamwork as it used to be. Pracess is
essential, | readily agree, but there seems to be so much effort in many guarters these days,




put into destraying what we achieved when we won Government in 2012, and through the
forty years prior. Sitting in the Parliament today, | was drawn to reflect on the massive
responsibility that is with our Parliamentarians, responsibility that we have thrust upon
them, and | considered whether our Party was in fact,worthy to support them as we should.

. e e
This interchange with Mr Melky causes me to wonder more, but | will, from here on, keep

T —— e

my thoughts to myself, as | have promised.

In the meantime, as you anticipate, | assure you of my cooperation, to the extent’| am able.

Although | have herein pondered some questions to you Rass, it is preferable you do not
respond in written form to this email, and we should simply let the matters rest.

Best Regards,

Graeme Lewis
Management Committee Member

Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2014 01:16:37 -07Q0

From: ross_connolly@yahoo.com.au

Subject: Your SMS messages to Eli Melky

To: granorlewis@hotmail.com

CC: eli.melky@goldenhome.com.au; daniel.davis@lasseters.com.au;

Graeme,

Today our assistant treasurer, Eli Melky, met with me and our vice presidents to raise further concerns arising
from his recent letter to me that was copied to Management committee and Branch Chairs.

Eli tabled the content of two SMS messages sent to him by you responding to his letter to me, and expressed in
the strongest terms his concern that your attitude in the texts was demeaning, dismissive and very inappropriate,
He correctly noted that as assistant treasurer he was both entitled and duty bound to understand the finances of
the party, and that it was'entirely unacceptable that you, as former treasurer, would deny him information
relevant to the financial management of the Party and refuse to engage with him in the future,

Db it B e

Graeme, [ agree with Eli that your texts were intemperate and inappropriate, and I require your undertaking that
all future written communications, whether by text, email or letter will be professional and respectful. We're all
members of a volunteer organisation, and energy spent sniping at each other is energy lost to the cause of
keeping the country Liberals in Government.

At the same meeting, we also discussed the task of completing the audit backlog, and I seek your commitment to
commencing this task soon after the completion of the by-election, I am happy to assist as I'm sure Tony
Schelling will be, coincidentally affording an appropriate opportunity for Tony to learn a great deal more about
the financial management of the party. I have committed to completing this task in time to deliver fully audited
accounts to this year's Annual Conference, including the backlog.

I look forward to your cooperation in these important matters.
regards

Ross Connolly
President
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CLP fundraisar and Foundation 51 co-founder Graeme Lewis says he gave his old “friend” Nathan
Barretl 4 $10.000 loan to live on during the Blain by-election last year.

But Mr Baieit caid he had never met M Lewis until he showsd up one day offeing S10.000 10 e paid baclk
only i he won il slzciic

Mr Lewis insists (he money did nol come from Foundation 51 or ihe Country Liberal Pariy.

“Ahecluielv not. [was iy personal money” Mr Lewis said. “He was a candidate n the efecicn he was &
riend of mine, e wse oul of wages for two mormhs so | gave hin some money o pay his house moigage )
lew hin cuite well,

Under NT election law i is not illegal for an individual to loan a candidais inoney doing @ ceinpaign.

Leahed emails written by Mi Lawis revealed by the NT News last veal showed Me Lewis sayving Foondation
ST eoniribted gigrutic 2ndly o the CLEF s Blain by-clection campaign.

He said he had staiements that proverd tha $10 000 foan came fiom his personsl acconnt

Foutlatinn 51 recanly iled disclo=uwes wilh the Ausiralia Elecioral Consvission ihet show it oper ated s 5

NT Previous staiemeanis by pariv oscmbers ndic stedd i

agsoctatedd gy of e Couniey iberals VO

Nob annreched

Bprwww o news.com.annationalmorthern- terrfory/candidate-loaned- 1ODOO by -man_. 220172013




M Barratil said the tenne of ihe oz froom M Lewis were: " you wine pav it back as soon as goun can. i you
dorcbwing we ll call it s Jday sod yan boow. Lnst 10 grand - which ] thonght waes pretty good of T i) hae)

acluslly never met him hefors that”

He added he was inboduced to Mr Lewis by 2 mutual end and parly roeniber. Mr Barreil said ha had
nothing to do with Foundadion 51 duting the slection or aflen snd paid back the loan to Mr Lewis

HT Elecioral Commussioner lain Logeraihan is invesligating Foundation &1 sivl has Bunihed zn

independent audii of politine| donaticns

Originally published =s Pre-poll loan for a friend’

Lt www news.comeannational morthernsferritory/candidate-toaned - 10000y -man. . 2201720105




Question Transcript - 07/05/2014

Foundation 51 ~ Transparency in Donations

Mr WOOD to CHIEF MINISTER

Yesterday you spoke about transparency in election donations. Te back up what you said, could you please
tell parliament whether Foundation 51, whether a private company or not, contributed to the Blain by-election
- either to the candidate or the party - and what was the amount contributed? Is it not possible that
businesses or individuals, who want to contribute to the CLP and want to remain anonymous, can use
Foundation 51 as a front to achieve it, meaning the party can sidestep election donation disclosure rules?

ANSWER

Madam Speaker, | am not sure if the member for Nelson heard a couple of my first answers. There is no
dirgct conngetion between Foundabon 51 and the parly How the Blain by-election was funded is a matter for
the party. The parly ran the election, not anyone o this side of the Chamber. so | suggest you put your
question to the party or Foundation 51



Full Text Transcript - 17/02/2015
This is an uncorrected proof of the daily report. It is made available under the condition that it is
recognised as such.

Ms FYLES (Nightcliff): Madam Speaker, tonight in this adjournment debate | want to express my
concerns about a real threat to our Territory democracy. Subject to a couple of provisions, there i1s
nothing wrong with donations to political parties. The first provision is donations are properly declared
in accordance with disclosure laws for donors, political parties and associated entities set out in the
Territory and Commonwealth Electoral Acts. The second provision is donations do not come with
strings attached.

The strong donation disclosure provisions set out in both acts are intended to ensure lransparency,
accountability and integrity in our democratic processes. The substantial penalties for breaches of the
disclosure provisions and the strong powers of investigation conferred on hoth the electoral
commissions reflect the intention of our parliaments to protect the integrity and viability of our precious
democracy. No excuse or exception should be made for any individual, political party or associated
entity which deliberately breaches the disclosure laws.

W is blatanily clear from the 1ate disclosure returns and leaked e-mails thal boih the CLP and
Foundation 51 have hreached the disclosure provisions enumerated in both Territory and
Commonwealth elecloral [aws.

We know from a leaked e-mail tabled in this Assembly that Foundation 51 Director, Graeine Lewis
had discussed Foundation 51 with the Chief Minister on many occasions. More recently, ihe member
for Blain has admitted receiving a $10 000 loan from Mr Lewis in the run-up lo the Blain by-election,
and former magistrale and Foundation 51 director, Peter Maley has disclosed a $50 000 donalion to
the CLP when he was serving as a magistrate.

Recently, more than two years after the mandated deadline, Foundation 51 has disclosed a donation
of $200 000 lo the CLP. Until recently the Chief Minister has denied any knowledge of a relationship
with Foundation 51 In a rare moment of truthfulness if not leadership he sald of Foundation 51, |
think that il's time for someone from lhe CLP to do something in this regard. Il abviously smells’

I understand that complaints about breaches of disclosure provisions by both the CLP and Foundation
51 have been referred to the Northern Territory Electoral Commission and the Australian Elecloral
Commission. | am not aware of the current status of any investigations initiated by the two
commissions hut there is a reasonable public expectalion they will take strong action to protect our
democracy. They certainly have the powers to do so

A leaked e-mail from Foundation 51 director Graeme Lewis (o then CLP President, Braedon Early
sets out income and expenditure for Foundation 51 over many years. Much of this income and
expenditure has never been disclosed as required hy the Electoral Act. In the e-mail Mr Lewis states
unequivocally, Like you, | will he mortified if this information hecomes widely known. It must be
closely held for obvious reasons.’ This e-mail, logether with olher documentation on the public record
is prima facie evidence of a conspiracy to circumvent the provisions of both Elecioral Acts.

It would be appropriate. in my view. for these matters to be referred o police and the DPP in ihe
relevant jurisdictions
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Maley defends giving
cash donations to CLP

N CHRISTOPHER
" ! WALSH

. chiistopherwalshéneves.conau
T —
FORMER magistrate  Peler
Maley donated $50.000 1o 1he
C1P while he was o magistrals
violating judicial - 2uidelines,
according fo new diselosures
veleased Dy the Aushrdian
Flecloyal Conmission

But N Malev iold the N7
News e sees nothing wining
willy his support for the politi-
cal parly even while sitling a« a
member of the judician

“Tovihe no secrei I m hein
by mined up with the CLP and o

hig supporter he said. " made
A ol donadivn and e
clared it

“Vhere are 2uidelines but
ey are jusl guidelines and
ey are cubject 1o individual
interpretation.”

M Madev's personal die
closure form notes the dale of
his dovation as March 28, 20041
- just weels hefore the Blain

by -election and  ~iv monihbs
aller hecoming magisirale,

My Maley was af the venlre
al a political scands! i August
1 when he abruptiy e
signed alter being asked 13
yuestions by thie NT News into
his alleged wmolvement in o
vash Tor aceess deal

N Parliament heard
claims M Madey promi
Tornier Jegal clicnt avcess o
sensilive  2overnment  docn-
ments m 2008, inewchange loy
A S10.000 donaiion taihie CLI

He  vconfirmed  vesierday

that (he $50.000 donation was
his own money

“This is my money that |
spenl supporling a political
cause and party | helieve in.’

hie said, adding that he will do
il again.

Mr Malev also came mnder
live bast year fon his involve-
menl with the CLP and their
sllened sTush fumd Foumdiation
ShNRer heing appoinied
magistate. M Maley conlin-
ved to help the parly in the
Blain by-clection by handing
vul how-to-vole cuds, donal-
el monev o his fiend and M
lorney Cienerad John Efterink’s
cimpaign aid continued work
wilh Foundalion 7t

Mr Maley resizmed from 1he
party and Foundation 51 in
May of last vear, anbuitling he
should ol hove heen invalyed.

Lither Oppaosition renewe!
hetr calls vesterday for a il

idependent inguiry o poli-
Head donations

“This i< proof (hai (Mr
Malev was meddling in poli-
lics Tunding political  coim-
paigns, ahsolulely contiary (o
the judicial cuidetines. Labors
Delia Linwrie said

Uhifel BMinister Adam Gilex
deternled My Midey i the past
bul declined (o conmment on
ihe new donalion lisclosures
veslerday, Attrorney General
John Elerink also did nol re-
spond to nlerview reguests

Foundalion 51 pecently de-
clared dsell an entily associal-
ed with the CTP with more
than FIOCDOD I eceipls
wlhieh indudes o 533000 o
watiion rom kormilda Collegy

“Imakeno
secretl'm
heavily mixed
upwith
theCLP”
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Northern Territory Electoral Commission hands
Foundation 51 investigation to police

¢ by:
* From: NT News
» April 15, 2015 2:51PM

; el /. ! \ \
Chief Minister Adam Giles has previously distanced himself from the Foundation 51 controversy
Source; News Corp Australia

AN investigation into complaints alleging Foundation 51 had failed to comply with disclosure
obligations of the Electoral Act (NT) has found there has been a possible breach of
compliance provisions.

The preliminary investigation, conducted by the Northern Territory Electorial Commission, found a
possible breach based on information collected through the investigation and legal advice from the
Solicitor-General for the Northern Territory.

information collected from the investigation has now been referred to the Northern
Territory Police for further consideration.

Territory Labor had filed an official complaint. NT secretary Kent Rowe claimed Foundation 51, which
is an associated entity of the Country Liberals, had broken the law.

Astonishing that a supposedly independent body like NTEC would bury negative news
13 re CLP donors behind the Labor shambles. #disgrace

htip/www ntnews.com.au/news/northern-territory/nocthern-territory-clectoral-commi... - 15/05/2015
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(htips.fwitter.condhashiag/disgrace Psre=hash) #ntpol  (htipstwitter comitiashian/nipol?

src=hash)

— Ben Smee (@BenSmee) April 15, 2015
(hitps:Mwitter.com/BenSmee/status/586 15350374 10733232)

Under electoral funding laws, gifts in-kind to political parties must be publicly declared for fair value in
the same manner as cash donations.

Foundation 51 solicits "memberships”, offering members access to “research, reports and
information gathering”. lts activities and list of members are largely secret, but a flyer published
online in 2009 showed two levels of memberships at the time cost $5500 and $22,000 a year.

When the conduct of Foundation 51 first came into question, ASIC records listed NT Land
Development Board chairman Graeme Lewis, a member of the CLP management committee, and
former politician and criminal lawyer Peter Maley as directors.

http://www.ntnews.com.auw/news/northem-territory/northern-territory-electoral-commi... 15/05/2015
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High-flyers embroiled in CLP-allied ‘research’ fund

* by: By BEN SMEE
« From: NT News
+ May 07, 2014 11:50AM

Business Minister Dave Tollner greets Graeme Lewis greets Foundation 51 and senior public
servant Dave Tollner.
Source: News Limited

A SENIOR public servant and magistrate are directors of a Country Liberal Party-aligned
research company that “contributed significantly towards the activities of the Blain by-
election”, emails and text messages seen by the N7 NMews reveal.

The company solicits corporate "memberships” worth more than $20,000.

18

hitp://iwww ntnews.com au/news/northern-territory/hightlyers-embroiled-m-cipallied-...  15/05/2015
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NT Land Development Board chalrman and Foundatlon 51 director Graeme Lewis.
Source: News Limited

CLP WIN BLAIN BY-ELECTION RETAIN MAJORITY GOVERNMENT

( u/' ol (1 gl I R F O S TR Y AT N R TEY N NI NN R I SRR SOl BErE AT

b WA TR YRR e S i S s inked A BT g

NT Land Development Board chairman Graeme Lewis is a member of the CLP management
committee and a director of a private entity named in NT Parliament yesterday as Foundation
51.

ASIC records also list former MLA and current magistrate Peter Maley as a director.

Little is known of the foundation, which does not make any public funding disclosures, but a
2009 flyer soliciting members claims it was “an initiative of the Country Liberals”.

Mr Lewis yesterday denied there were any formal links. He said the foundation was
established by people with connections to the CLP and it had shared research with the party.

But Mr Lewis strongly denied it passed on financial contributions on behalf of its confidential
list of members.

hitp://www ninews.com aw/news/northern-territory/hightlycrs-cmbroiled-in-clpallied-...  15/05/2015
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Palmer United Party defector Eli Melky.
Source: News Corp Australia

It is understood that Palmer United Party defector Eli Melky had demanded access to its
financial records.

In a March text message in response to Mr Melky, Mr Lewis said: "any person wanting to
support our cause is entitled to control of or to give guidance as to how their funds are applied
and confidentiality is of course key".

“I have an election to pay for and | don't have the time or the inclination to honour or respect
you with confidential information to which you are not entitled.”

ALICE SPRINGS TOWN COUNCILLOR ELI MELKY QUITS CLP

(1Y A4 LR ¢ 1 [ [T FINRIAN "V’{‘\(I‘; ek

Mr Lewis confirmed to the N7 News the authenticity of the text message and a separate email
to CLP president Ross Connolly that discussed Foundation 51.

In the email he said the foundation had contributed significantly towards the Blain by-election,
but clarified that comment yesterday as relating to having passed on research,

“Some people would regard that as an in-kind contribution (but | don't),” Mr Lewis said.

Foundation 517 solicits "memberships” and offers members access to “research, reports and
information gathering”. its activities and list of members are largely secret, but the flyer
published online in 2009 showed two levels of memberships were at the time worth $5500 and
$22,000 a year.

In his email, Mr Lewis said a wall "must rightly exist between the party and the foundation”.

“| believe | am duty bound to advise other people, including contributors, of the danger now at
hand that the wall will be torn down,” he wrote, "One hopes that garage sales will be able to
replace the foundation in providing adequate resources for future profile building.

“l have to question how many garage sales and golf days will be needed to produce the many
millions of dollars that will be required before the end of the year 2016.”

Mr Lewis said references in his email to the foundation and “many millions of dollars” required
by the 2016 election are not linked - that they relate separately to his roles as a director of the
foundation and a management committee member of the CLP.

Dt/ www ntnews.com.awnewsmorthern-territoryhightlyers-embroiled-in-cipatlicd- . 15/052015
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The email also detailed discussions about the foundation with Chief Minister Adam Giles and
said “he is well disposed to having the foundation continue its activity, with the wall between
the entities currently fixed in place”.

Mr Giles, when asked yesterday about the entity by Palmer United Party leader Alison
Anderson in Question Time, said: “any political donation to the party is a matter for the party,
not a matter for politicians in the confines of parliament”.

“A smart politician does not handle money,” Mr Giles said.

Mr Lewis and Mr Melky both confirmed the texts and emails were genuine.

http://www.ntnews.com.au/news/northern-territory/highflyers-embroiled-in-clpallied-... 15/05/2015
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Terry Mills held 'directorial role' in Foundation 51 while NT
chief minister, emails claim

By the National Reporting Team's Kale Wikl
Updsled Fri 10 Ort 2014, 9:508im

Explosive amails obtained by the ABC claim that in 2012 the Northem
Territory's then chlef minister, Terry Milis, secretly held "a directorial
role” in Foundation 51, a company that its opponents say is a private
"slush fund” for the Country Liberal Party (CLP).

The email chain from November 2012 documents a heated exchange
between the direcior of Foundation 51, Graeme Lewis, and the newly-minted
CLP president Braedon Earley.

Responding ta questions from Mr Earley aboul the purpose of Foundation 51
and who controls it, Mr Lewis wrole:

"I am the sole director and shareholder, with Terry Mills for obvious
reasons, not appearing on the registers, but adopting a directorial role
throughout.

"As you very well know, it was set up for, and supported by numbers of
business people and has necessarily had to aperate absolutely
separately from the Parly in order to keep its acllvilies away from public
scrutiny.”

. i i - . PHOTO: Teiry Mills denied he had any kind of direclor
Foundation 51 Pty Lid is currenily under investigation by the Australian role al Founza,im 51 i

Electoral Commission (AEC) after allegations were made in May this year
aboult its links to senior members of the CLP and its involvement in (he Blain
by-election - Ms Mills' former seat.

RELATED STORY: Foundation 51 had direct line 1o
Giles, FOI search reveals

RELATED STORY: NT may hoid mguiry into 20 years ot
Senior figures in the party, Including curent Chief Minister Adam Giles, have  polilical donations
repeatedly denied any knowledge of Ihe activities of Foundation 51 and their 0. i1
links lo the NT Government,

Mr L.ewis has tald (he ABC he had “no intention of providing further oxygen 1o the mischief being crealed in this matier”
He also said the foundalion's “busingss has ceased lolally” and the company was being wound up
Mr Mills also declined an inlerview, although he denied he had any kind of "direcior rote" at Feundation 51

"lirespeclive of whal some email may or may not suggest | have never been nor was ever regarded as a director,” Mr Mills
said in a stalement.

Early this year he was appoinled as NT's Comimissioner to Indonesia and ASEAN, based in Jakarta

Mr Eariey did not return calls from the ABC

Do you know more about this story? Email investigations@abc.net.au

htlp:waw w abenetaunews 201 4-| 0-09 former-nt-chict-minister-held-divector-role- 1 001200
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Foundation 51 money for 'election purposes'

The revelations come as governments in New South Wales, Queensland and Vicloria also defend allegations of
inappropriate fundraising activities and donations for legislation.

Mr Lewis' emails appeared to confirm that Foundation 51 received donations
1o be used for election campaigns
In one email addressed to party director Tory Mencshelyi and dated

November 22, 2012, Mr Lewis writes of Foundation 51:

"..ils funds are a maller for the members [of Foundation 51] who have
contributed those funds primarily for NT election purposes .”

e . PFHOTO: Formet Country Liberals president Braedon
Under state and Commonwealth electoral laws, failing 1o declare indirect Earley at sliings of Northem Temilory's Parlament

donations made lo a political parly is illegal. (ABC News)

The correspondence, which stretches over four days, is also addressed lo Mr
Mills, current party president Ross Connolly and current vice-president
Daniel Davis.

In May Lhis year Mr Lewis told the ABC in a statement: "Foundation 51 is simply a supporier of the CLP in political tlerms as
are many other business organisations in the NT and has no financial relationship with the CLP."

Not a matter for me, says Giles ’ ;‘,,I ol
i g .'.

In a short slatement to the ABC on Thursday, Mr Giles appeared lo try and
distance himself from the controversy

"Any involvement Terry Mills, Graeme Lewis and James Laniry may have
had selling up this privale company is a maller for them to respond to," Mr
Giles said.

Mr Lantry is a former Foundation 51 direclor and a former chief of staff 1o Mr
Mills.

Mr Giles has in the pasl defended the party's links with the foundation in
Parliament afler Palmer United Party MILA, Alisan Anderson, described the
company as a "slush fund”

"Foundation 51 is a privale company, | have no associalion wilh that, neither
do any af the members of my Country Liberal Party,” Mr Giles said on May 7

However, in another email dated March 26, 2014, Mr Lewis revealed he had PHO: Foundation 51 direclor Graeme Lewis
discussed the foundation wilh Mr Giles:

"He and | have on many occasions discussed the matter of the Foundation, and he is well disposed to having the
Foundation continue ils activily wilh the wall between the enlities currently fixed in place . the Foundalion has
already contributed signiticantly towards the activities of the Blain by-election. In retrospect — nol clever in view of
this current interrogation!”

NT Opposition MP Ken Vowles used Parliainent lo compare Foundation 51 to the NSW Liberal Parly consullancy
Eighthyfive, which was investigated by the state's Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC)

Eightbyfive ran a trust fund that funnelled aboul $400,000 in illegal donations to various NSW Governmenl MPs.

The revelalions claimed the scalps of senior minister Chris Hateher and two other MPs,

Timeline: NT Country Liberals

+ 25 Aug 2012: Led by Teny Mills, the Country Liberal Party wins government in the Northern Territory after 11 years in
apposition.
+ 10 Nov 2012: Braedon Eaney s elected CLP president

hitpriwww abe neta/news 2014- F0-00 former-nt-chicminister- held-divector role-10. F 2014
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22-26 Nov 2012: Email exchange between Mr Earley and Foundation 51 direclor Grasme Lewis.

6 Dec 2012; Mr Earley resigns from the CLP presidency

12 March 2013: Adam Giles rolls Mr Mills for the leadership of the CLP while Mr Mills is an an official visit to Japan. My
Giles appoinis.Dave Toliner his Depuly Chief Miister. -
January 2014: Magistrate Peler Maley is listed as a director of Foundallon 51, three months after being appomled a
maglstrate by Mr Giles.

February 2014: Mr Mills resigns from polltics, triggering a by-election in the seat of Blain,

6 April 2014: Alison Anderson, Larisa Lee and Francis Xavier Kurrupuwu quit the CLP and join the Palmer United
Party (PUP).

12 April 2014: A by-election to replace Mr Miils is held in Blain. The seat is wan by CLP candidate Nathan Barreft.
30 April 2014: Mr Earley quits the party and joins Palmer United Party (PUP).

7 May 2014: Email emerges showing Mr Lewis discussed Foundation 51 with Mr Giles "on many occasions”.

7 May 2014: Leader of PUP in the NT, Ms Anderson, raises questions aboul links between Foundation 51 and under
parliamentary privilege describes it as a "slush fund",

11 May 2014: The NT branch of the Australlan Labor Party lodges a formal complaint with the Australian Electoral
Commisslon (AEC).

8 June 2014: Mr Earley quits the PUP.

20 June 2014: A Freedom of Information request by the ABC to the AEC confirms the AEC "is invesligating whether
the activities of Foundation 51 bring il within the ambit of the definition of ‘associated entity'.”

23 July 2014: ABC reveals ancther email from Mr Lewis, dated May 11, senl 1o Mr Giles with a draft press release
about Foundation 51 denying that it influences CLP ministers.

20 August 2014: Parliamentary inquiry into political donations established in the Northern Terrilory.

Toplcs: political-parties, qovernment-and-palifics, nl, dorwin-0800

First posted Thu 9 Oct 2014, 3:59pm
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‘Slush fund’ lodges
disclosure returns

EXCLUSIVB

AMOS f\ll\'MAN

NORTHERN
CORRBSPONDENT

AN alleged Country Liberal
Party “slush fund” has lodged
political funding disclosure re-
turns for the first time, after its
head belatedly acknowledged
the company he helped to found
could be deemed an agsociated
enlity underelectoral laws.

Foundation 51 has been at the
centre of intense debale in the
Northern Tervitory amid alle-
gations the CLP hld campaign
contributions made on the path
to government in 2012, and has
since “covered up” by scrapping
plans for aninguiry.

Chief Minister Adam Giles
has repeatedly denied links
between the party and Foun-
dation 51, despite leaked emails
and other evidence appearing to
show the contrary. Foundation
5 is under investigation by two
election authorities.

The organisaion’s head,
Graeme Lewis, told The Austra-
lign Foundation 51 had locged
the paperwork on legal advice as
a “defensive” manoeuvre. He de-
nied claims it had contributed
hundreds of thousands to mil-
lions of dollars to CLP caffers.

“I think, in relation to 2013-14,
there was some minor contribu-
tions to functions, probably
under $20,000. There was a
similar amount for in-kind con-
tributions,” he said.

“In 2012-13 the company
probably did, | have considered
that there was probably the pags-

ing of information which has
been valued at $20,000. [ cer-
tainly haven'tbreached the spirit
of the law, although people
might want to say we've breach-
ed it through technicality.”

Mr Lewis said he had been
advised that the definition of an
associated entity as “ wholly or
significantly for the benefil of
one oy more political parties”
was more lax than he had pre-
viously realised.

Foundation 5! was estab-
lished in 2000, Mr Lewis said it
did not need to lodge returns for
the years prior to 2012-13 be-
cause its activities in those years
were modestly different.

Mr Lewis was until recently
the CLP’s treasurer and chair-
man of the NT Land Develop-
ment Corporation, a crucial
agency for develapers, while also
a divector of Foundatmn 51 "In
rel:rospect
have to
wﬁﬂi&&ﬁnmt hesald,

He said Foundation 51 cun-
ducted polling and research on
hehalfofbusiness, some of which
was shared with the CLP. [¥also
umIermk

Mr Lewis categorically de-
nied that Foundation 5! had ever
funded any election campaigns
directly, paid for praduction of
any election-related materials or
taken instructions from the CLP,
and his own commeits, madein
a leaked email, that former chief
minister Tercy Mills was a de
facto director were an “over-
statement”.

The CLP last week used its
numbers to crush a planned in-
quiry into the past 20 years of
political donatinns.
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ATTACHMENT 4

Foundation 51 had direct line to NT
Chief Minister Adam Giles, FOI
documents reveal

By Jano Gibson
Updated 42 minutes ago

The director of Foundation
51 asked Northern Territory | 4
Chief Minister Adam Giles
to look over a press
release refuting claims the
company was a Country
Liberal Party (CLP) slush
fund, the ABC has learned.

Emails obtained under
freedom of information (FOI)

. . PHOTO: NT Chief Minister Adam Giles was concemed
legislation also showed Mr about Graeme Lewis's perceived conflict of interest,

Giles wrote to Foundation 51  FOI documents reveal. (ABC News)
director Graeme Lewis about
concerns of a possible
conflict of interest.

MAP: Darwin 0800

Foundation 51 has been af the centre of a palitical storm since May, when a
series of leaked emails raised questions about whether the company, set up
in 2009, was receiving donations on behalf of the CLP

It has described itself as an independent, conservalive-thinking research
company that engages with business to understand the issues and
challenges confronting the Territory.

in the past, Mr Giles denied any influence from Foundation 51 on the
narliamentary wing of the CLLP and pointed out that the two groups were

separate entities.
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But the new emails revealed

Mr Lewis was in direct . .
contact with the Chief If your people think this sort

Minister about the group's of press release might help
activities. not hinder, then it can fly.

The Australian Electoral Graeme Lewis, director of Foundation 51
Commission is investigating

whether Foundation 51

should be considered an

"associated entity", which

would require it to declare

any donations.

Mr Lewis has always denied any wrongdoing.

Foundation 51 ran press release past Giles

On May 7 the Northern Territory Opposition used Parliament to label
Foundation 51 a CLP "slush fund".

On May 11, Mr Lewis sent Mr Giles a draft press release, describing the
allegations against Foundation 51 as a "vicious campaign of innuendo,
mistruth, denigration and slander".

Mr Lewis said to Mr Giles: "If your people think this sort of press release
might help not hinder, then it can fly."

On May 13, a Foundation 51 press release, with substantial changes to the
draft version, was sent by Mr Lewis to media outlets.

One of the changes included the omission of a line that read: "Foundation
51 has progressed from its original structure ... which envisaged ... a close
alliance with the Country Liberals Party."

On the same day, Labor used Parliament to accuse Mr Lewis of a having a
conflict of interest and demanded that Mr Giles remove him from his Cabinet
-appointed role as chairman of the Government's Land Development
Corporation (LDC).

On May 22, Mr Lewis wrote to the Chief Minister saying CLP president Ross
Connolly had briefed him on Mr Giles's "concerns re the Land Development
Advisory Board, and my position there".

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-07-22/foundation-51-had-direct-line-to-giles-foi-se... 23/07/2014



Foundation 51 had direct line to NT Chief Minister Adam Giles, FOI documents revea... Page 3 of4

Mr Lewis said he accepted Mr Giles's concerns, but added: "l can assure
you that nothing that | do or have done with so-called developers would ever
have conflicted with LDC issues, F51, or the Party itself.”

He went on to say: "The real issue is that, given all that is happening in the
CLP, even before this last fiasco, it's clear that my time is up.

"And as | have said to you before, it is likely that Foundation 51 has also
reached its use-by date.”

Mr Giles wrote back to Mr Lewis on May 25, saying: "You offer a wealth of
knowledge and expertise to government but | want to ensure there is no real
or perceived conflict of interest with any dealing you may or may not have."

Earlier this month, Mr Lewis confirmed that he had resigned from his role as
chairman of the LDC,

Lewis 'frustrated' with PUP defectors

Mr Lewis's May 22 email also makes clear his frustration with two former
CLP members, Eli Melky and Braedon Earley, who quit the organisation to
join the Palmer United Party (PUP).

"The Party, which used to be family, is now nothing like it was, and 40 years
on, | will be pleased to find other ways to make the NT a better place," Mr
Lewis told Mr Giles.

"Your recent press releases re Northern Development have been bloody
spectacular, and there are plenty of better things for me to do than being f---
ed over by the Earleys and Melkeys of this rotten world."

More on this story:

+ Electoral commission investigating Foundation 51

« NT Chief Minister maintains no links between Foundation 51 and CLP
+ Country Liberals election funding furore claims scalp

To print the document, click the "Original Document” link to open the
original PDF, At this time it is nat possible to print the document with

http://www abe.net.au/news/2014-07-22/foundation-5 1 -had-direct-line-to-giles-foi-se...  23/07/2014
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Adam Giles
I

From: Adam Giles

Sent: Monday, 26 May 2014 11.27 AM
To: Ron Kelly

Subject: Fwd: Lewis [ssues

For discussion

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "granorlewis(shotmail.com" <granorlewis(@hotmail.com>

Date: 26 May 2014 2:02:34 am ACST
To: Adam Giles <Adam.Giles@nt. gov.au>
Subject: Re: Lewis Issues

Apgreed Adam,

You and [ need a clear path prior to Central Council 14/6, as | will certainly be under the
spotlight that weekend.

Cheers
Graeme Lewis

Sent from my iPad

On 25 May 2014, at 11:59, "Adam Giles" <Adam.Giles@nt.gov.au> wrote:

Graeme. Let's have a chat when you get back. You offer a wealth of knowledge and expertise
to Government but I want to ensure there is no real or perceived conflict of interest with any
dealing you may or may not have. Let's discuss any find out what's really happening and we
can resolve. Let me know when you are back. Talk then. Adam Giles

Sent from my {Pad

On 22 May 2014, at 7.02 am, "granorlewis@rhotmail.com” <granorlewis(hotmail.com:>
wrote:

Hello Adam,

Ross C has tracked me down, and has faithfully briefed me on your concerns
re the Land Development Advisory Board, and my position there.

Firstly, whilst acknowledging that perception is everything in these matters,
can [ assure you that nothing that I do or have done with so-called developers
would ever have conflicted with LDC issues, F51 or the Party itself.

1



But having said that, I fully accept your concem.

[ must say that I have been very proud of the work 1 have been able to do in
this position over the last year. John Coleman is a gem in your Governunent,
and it has been a real pleasure to serve alongside him. [ know that good things
have been achieved, I know too that some things have been extremely
challenging needing clear guidance to get things done that we want done,
against the odds. Working alongside some labor appointees has also been a
challenge.

I really need to talk one to one with you about all this, and will be back in
Darwin on 5 June. The real issue is that, given all that is happening in the
CLP, even before this last fiasco, it's clear that my time is up. And as I have
said to you before, it is likely that Foundation 51 has also reached its use-by

date.

Frankly, I can see a logic in me continuing to serve your Governiment, with
the experience I have, completely away from all Party or other relationships.
That was in fact, part of the plan, when I applied for and succeeded in these
appeintinents which were, 1 believe, endorsed by Cabinet.

It is regrettable that the recent events have overtaken what was meant to be a
rationa) transition for me, The Party, which used to be family, is now nothing
like it was, and 40 years on, 1 will be pleased to find other ways to make the
NT a better place. Your recent press releases re Northern Development have
been bloody spectacular, and there are plenty of better things for me to do
than being f----d over by the Eatleys and Melkys of this rotten world.

I look forward to talking this through with you real soon.
Regards
Graeme Lewis

Sent from my iPad



Adam Giles

From: Adam Giles

Sent: Sunday, 25 May 2014 8:30 PM
To: granorlewis@hotmail.com
Subject: Re: Lewis [ssues

Graeme. Let's have a chat when you get back You offer a wealth of knowledge and expertise to Government but |
want to ensure there is no real or perceived conflict of interest with any dealing you may or may not have. Let's
discuss any find out what's really happening and we can resolve. Let me know when you are back. Talk then. Adam

Giles

Sent from my iPad

> 0n 22 May 2014, at 7 02 am, "granorlewis@hotmai:.com” <granorlewis@hotmail.com> wrote-

>

> Hello Adam,

>

> Ross € has tracked me down, and has faithfully briefed me on your concerns re the Land Development Advisory
Board, and my position there.

>
> Firstly, whilst acknowledging that perception is everything in these matters, can | assure you that nothing that | do

or have done with so-called developers would ever have conflicted with LDC issues, F51 ar the Party itself.
>
> But having said that, | fully accept your concern.,

>
> | must say that | have been very proud of the work | have been able to do in this position over the last year. lohn

Coleman is a gem in your Government, and it has been a real pleasure to serve alongside him. | know that good
things have been achieved. | know too that some things have been extremely challenging needing clear guidance co
get things done that we want done, against the odds. Warking alongside some labor appointees has also been a

challenge.

>
> | really need to talk one to one with you about all this, and will be back in Darwin on 5 June. The real issue is that,

given all that is happening in the CLP, even before this last fiasco, it's clear that my time is up. And as t have said to
you before, it is likely that Foundation 51 has also reached its use-by date.

>

> Frankly, | can see a logic in me continuing to serve your Government, with the experience | have, completely away
from all Party or other relationships. That was in fact, part of the plan, when | applied for and succeeded in these
appointments which were, | believe, endorsed by Cabhinet.

>
> It is regrettable that the recent events have overtaken what was meant to be a rational transition for me. The

Party, which used to be family, is now nothing like it was, and 40 years on, | will be pleased to find other ways to
make the NT a hetter place. Your recenl press releases re Northern Development have been bloody spectacular, and
there are plenty of better things for me to do than being f----d aver by the Earleys and Melkys of this rotten world.
>

> | look forward to talking this through with you real soon

>

> Regards

>

> Graeme Lewis

>

> Sent fram my iPad




Adam Giles

From: granorfewis@hotmail.com
Sent: Thursday, 22 May 2014 7:02 AM
To: Adam Giles

Subject; Lewis Issues

Hello Adam,

Ross C has tracked me down, and has faithfully briefed me on your concerns re the Land Development Advisory
Board, and my position there.

Firstly, whilst acknowledging that perception is everything in these matters, can | assure you that nothing that | do
or have done with so-called developers would ever have conflicted with LDC issues, F51 or the Party itself.

But having said that, I fully accept your concern.

1 must say that | have been very proud of the work | have been able to do in this position over the last year. John
Coleman is a gem in your Government, and it has been a real pleasure to serve alongside him. | know that good
things have been achieved. | know too that some things have been extremely challenging needing clear guidance to
get things done that we want dane, against the odds. Working alongside some fabor appolntees has also been a

challenge.

| really need to talk one to one with you about all this, and will be back in Darwin on 5 June. The real issue is that,
given all that is happening in the CLP, even before this last fiasco, it's clear that my time is up. And as | have said to
you before, it Is tikely that Foundation 51 has also reached its use-by date.

Frankly, | can see a logic in me continuing ta serve your Government, with the experience ! have, completely away
from all Party or other relationships. That was in fact, part of the plan, when | applied for and succeeded in these
appointments which were, [ believe, endorsed by Cabinet.

It is regrettable that the recent events have overtaken what was meant to be a rational transition for me. The Party,
which used to be family, is now nothing lilke it was, and 40 years on, | will be pleased to find other ways to make the
NT a better place. Your recent press releases re Northern Development have baen bloody spectacular, and there are
plenty of better things for me to do than being f----d over by the Earleys and Melkys of this rotten world.

I look forward to talking this through with you real soon.

Regards

Graeme Lewis

Sent from my iPad



Adam Giles

From: granorlewis@hotmail.com
Sent: Monday, 26 May 2014 203 AM
To: Adam Giles

Subject: Re: Lewis Issues

Agreed Adam.

You and | need a clear path prior to Central Council 14/6, as | will certainly be under the spotlight that weekend.

Cheers
Graeme Lewis
Sent from my iPad

On 25 May 2014, at 11:59, "Adam Giles" <Adam.Giles@nt.gov.au> wrote:

Graeme. Let's have a chat when you get back. You offer a wealth of knowledge and expertise to Government but |
want to ensure there is no real or perceived conflict of interest with any dealing you may or may not have. Let's
discuss any find out what's really happening and we can resolve, Let me know when you are back. Talk then. Adam

Giles
Sent from my iPad

> 0n 22 May 2014, at 7:02 am, "grancrlewis @hotmail.com” <granorlewis@hotmail.com> wrote:

>

> Hello Adam,

>

> Ross C has tracked me down, and has faithfully briefed me on your concerns re the Land Development Advisory
Board, and my position there.

>
> Firstly, whilst acknowledging that perception is everything in these matters, can | assure you that nothing that | do

or have done with so-called developers would ever have conflicted with LDC issues, F51 or the Party itself.

>
> But having said that, | fully accept your concern.

>
> | must say that | have been very praud of the wark | have been able to do in this position over the last year. lohn

Coleman is a gem in your Gavernment, and it has been a real pleasure to serve alongside him. | know that good
things have been achieved. | know too that some things have been extremely challenging needing clear guidance to
get things done that we want done, against the odds. Working alongside some (abor appointees has also beena

challenge.

>
> | really need to talk one to ane with you about all this, and will be back in Darwin on 5 June. The real issue is that,

given all that is happening in the CLP, even before this last fiasco, it's clear that my time 1s up. And as | have said to
you before, it is likely that Foundation 51 has also reached its use-by date.

>
> Frankly, | can see a logic in me continuing to serve your Government, with the experience | have, completely away

from all Party or other relationships. That was in fact, part of the plan, when [ applied for and succeeded in these
appointments which were, | believe, endorsed by Cabinet.

>
> It 15 regrettable that the recent events have overtaken what was meant to be a rational transition for me. The

Party, which used to be family, is now nothing like it was, and 40 years on, | will be pleased 1o find other ways to
1




make the NT a better place. Your recent press releases re Northern Development have been bloody spectacular, and
there are plenty of better things for me to do than being f----d over by the Earleys and Melkys of this rotten world.

>

> | look forward to talking this through with you real soon.

>

> Regards

>

> Graeme Lewls

>

> Sent from my iPad




Adam Giles

From: granorlewis@hotmail.com
Sent: Sunday, 11 May 2014 3:39 PM
To: Adam Giles

Subject: Fwd: Foundalion 51 piy itd

Gracme Lewis
Sent from my 1Pad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Graeme lL.ewis <granorlewis@hotmail.com>
Date: 11 May 2014 07:00:56 GMT+0):00

To: Trish Brick I - (o0 Povacy and Coaltaral Informalion

Ce: Graeme Lewis <graeme. lewis(@ foundation5 1. com,au>
Subject: Foundation 51 pty itd

Hcllo Trish,

Hello Adam,
You guys have a huge week ahead, and | wish you well with this crucial budget.

Let's hope Mclky's crap can dinnimish. I your people think this sort of Press Relcase might help not hinder,
then it can {ly. Tnsh Brick has letterhead etc., and [ will stay in touch with her.

PRESS RELEASE

A Dircctor of the Company Foundation 31 Pty Lid. Mr Graeme Lewis today denounced the vicious
campaign of innucndo, mistruth, demgration and slander, that is being conducted in relation to the

Company.

Speaking for the first time about the controversy that is raging willin the Parhament and in the media, Mr
Lewis, who is also an elected member of the Management Committee of the Country Liberals from which
certain people have taken and released internal papers and information for their own personal gratification.,
said that he decply regrets the commercial damage thal is being caused to this legitimate commeraial entity
in which he is involved, with others. as a Director und Shareholder. ’

"Our clients and the Company are seriously affected by this campaign, and 1t is unfair and wineasunable that
these people. who have now joined up with Clive Palmer's political party, are able to use internal papers that
I have prepared for the confidential information of the Management Committee, to which they have added
much untruth and nusinformation. as a political weapon against myself; the Chiet Minister, and the Country
Liberals. One wonders what political advantage this malicious campaign can ultimately bring 1o the Palmer
party.” Mr Lewis said,

"t is also cute to note that the Labar Party have happily jumped on board this campaign by thesc disaffectced
former CLP people. rushing to capitalise on the situation by spraying further nusimtormation and innuendo
under the cover of the Parliamentary "coward's castle.” 1o attack both mysell and the Chief Minister The
ALP have their own problems defending things they did, in conpunction with their own [Harold Nelson

I




Holdings and the Stella Maris affair, and dragging Foundation 51 into their political defence of that affair is
typical of their political expediency.

"Whereas that affair directly and undeniably involved questionable decision-making by Labor Ministers, no
action of Foundation 51 has ever, or would ever, involve or influence any Country Liberals Minister

carrying out his Ministerial duty."

But Mr Lewis pointed out that just like dozens of other Territory companies and organisations, Foundation

51 and its directors will unashamedly support the philosophy and politics of the Country Liberal Party, and

will never fail to make our opinions and knowledge available to the governing Party, just as used to happen
during 11 years of defective Labor government.

"The fact that Labor and the media chose to ignore such advice and information is what has put Labor in the
position they occupy today as a sad excuse for an opposition." he said.

Mr Lewis concluded by pointing out that the nature and operation of Foundation 51 Pty Ltd has progressed
from its original structure in 2008 which envisaged an annual subscription system, and even perhaps
initially, a close alliance with the Country Liberal Party.

"We currently offer our clients a comprehensive and professional service to assist with their own
commercial activities. It is offensive that Mr Melky and his Darwin associates in this matter have so openly
and aggressively thrown about such information as they have, to denigrate this Company and its Directors,
as well as Ministers of the Crown, all going about their legitimate business, entirely within the law.

"Foundation 31 Pty Ltd and its directors, have always,and will always abide by the laws of the land,
especially those that cover electoral matters." he said.

Graeme Lewis NN $56(1)(a) - Privacy and Cultural information

Sent from my iPad
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A Director of the Company Foundation 51 Pty Ltd, Mr Graeme Lewis today denounced the
vicious campaign of innuendo, mistruth and slander that is being conducted against the
Company.

Speaking for the first time about the controversy, Mr Lewis said that he deeply regrets the
commercial damage that is being caused to this legitimate business entity in which he is
invoived with others, as a Director and Shareholder.

“Foundation 51 is an independent, conservative-thinking research company that engages with
business to understand the important issues and challenges confronting the Territory”.

“We offer our members and clients a comprehensive service to assist their business activities.
This is conducted at a professional level, which meets the commercial-in-confidence
agreements they would expect of a competent consultancy service,” said Mr Lewis.

“To date our research programs have included a mix of Gas Developments, NT Demographics,
Retail Trends, Defence Build Up, Crime Patterns, Social Media for Business amongst many
other topics that business has expressed a strong interest in”.

“We have hosted exclusive forums with prominent profiles such as Demographer Bernard Salt,
Economist Craig James and Dow Chemical's CEQ Andrew Liveris among many others that
have proven very successful and popular amongst our Membership and invited guests.

Mr Lewis also pointed out that like dozens of other Territory organisations, Foundation 51 and
its directors unashamedly support conservative philosophy and politics. It will never fail to
make its opinions and knowledge available to the governing Party on areas of common interest
shared and supported by its membership.

“Foundation 51 Pty Ltd and its directors, have always, and will always abide by the laws of
the land, especially those that cover electoral malters,” he said.

Graeme Lewis, Director
Mobile: 0417 818 221

file//PARESEARCH\THAT FILE\CLP\Foundation S1'FST MEDIARELEASE 13Ma.., 14/01/2015




Adam Giles

From: Adarr G ies

Sent: Monday. 26 May 2014 11.27 AM
To: Ren Kely

Subject: Fwdl: Lew:s Issues

For discussiton
Sent trom my 1Pl

Begin torwarded message:

From: "graporlewis@hotmal.com”  granorlewis(ghotmail.com.

Date: 20 May 20014 2:02 34 am ACS']
To: Adam Giles <« Adam.Gilestunt.gov.au ~
Subject: Re: Lewis Issues

Apreed Adam

You and I oneed i clear path pror to Centreel Coanedl 116, os L wili certainly be under the

spotlight that wevhend
Cheers

Girgeme T ewis

sent [rom my 1Pad

O 25 May 2004 at 11759 "Adam Giles"  Adam.Girlesi@nt. gov.au  wrotwe

Gracme Let's have a chat when you pet bech Y ou ofter a wealth of hnow ledge and expettise
to Government but | want 1o ensure there is no real or perceis ed conflict ol inlerest with any
duealing you may or may nol have, [et's discuss ary find out what's really happemng ind we
canresolve Tetme know when youware back Talk then Adam Giles

Sent from iy 1Pud

On 22 May 2014 a0 7:02 am. "granodewis@ehotmul.eom”  granorlewis@@hotmail.com

WTI Y

Helle Adam,

Ross C has nacked me down, and hes tathlully hricled me of sour concerns
e the Land Development Advisors Board and iy posihan there

Festiv whilerackrowdedwing tial serception s evervibig i these nahiers
At bassture vod e pothing that [de or hase done watks so-called des ¢ opers
wothd ever have conflicted w1l E D assies FSE o the Pary uselt
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ATTACHMENT 5

SATURDAY PAPER

NEWS
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Donation disclosure
reveals murky deal for
Country Liberals

A Darwin private school's indirect donation
(«r the CLP, raises questions about disclosute a
laws. and the involvement of consultants

UK SELCONRE
Crosby oo

YOU ARE READING
FREE ARTICLES THIS WEEK

SUBSCRIBE

From less than $2 a week

H elen Spiers has a good story to tell. Particularly this week, as Australia contemplates

the woeful Closing the Gap report on Indigenous disadvantage.

The school of which Dr Spiers is principal, Darwin’s Kormilda College, is a low-fee private
school run by the Anglican and Uniting churches. In addition to its day students, it educales

about 200 boarders drawn from remote Indigenous communities.

They come in year 8, usually with very limited literacy and numeracy. Over the past two years,

49 have graduated.

hitps://www . thesaturday paper.com.aw/news/politics/201 5/02/14/donanton-discloswe-r... - 1904/2016
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“They get the Northern Territory certificate of education and they get entrance into

university,” says Spiers. “This is a great school. It does a lot of good things.”
Sadly, that is not the story anyone has lately been interested in hearing.

Instead, the focus of parents, the media and electoral authorities has been on another matter
entirely: how a respectable school came ta pay tens of thousands of dollars to a shadowy
associated entity of the Northern Territory’s scandal-plagued and dysfunctional Country

Liberal Party government, called Foundation 51.

And the truth is Helen Spiers doesn’t really know the answer. Nor does the school’s board.

Those who do know aren’t telling.

Crosby Textor and Foundation 51

This intrigue goes back to August 2012, when Kormilda College determined the need for
action to boost flagging enrolments. At that time it took students from years 6 to 12. The
college board came to the view that it might help if they set up a feeder primary school. It was
decided they should commission some market research and then-principal David Shinkfield

was left to organise it.

Eleven months later, in July 2013, the consultancy report duly arrived, recommending the

school should go ahead with its planned expansion.

Stamped all aver the report was the name of the firm that carried out the work. It was Crosby
Textor, probably Australia’s best-known research outfit, by virtue of its long association with
conservative political campaigns in Australia, Britain, New Zealand and elsewhere, as well as

its work for controversial clients such as tobacco companies.

Spiers says “it was a very comprehensive report”, and the board decided to go ahead with its
expansion plan, Most of this work was overseen by Spiers, who became principal after
Shinkfield left in March 2013, “We opened the week before last,” she says.

The accomplishment of getting the primary school operational, however, was overshadowed

by an unexpected development.

The Australian Electoral Commission released electoral donation returns for the 2013-14
financial year, and among them was a document called an “associated entity disclosure

return”, dated October 13 last year and signed by Graeme Lewis as director of Foundation 51.

The AEC defines an associated entity as an organisation that operates wholly or significantly

for the benefit of a political party, in this case the CLP.

https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2015/02/14/donation-disclosure-r... 19/04/2016
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The disclosure Lewis signed attested that during that year Kormilda College had paid $33,000

to his foundation.

Apart from that, Lewis’s AEC disclosure revealed little. The commission provides those
making declarations two choices: they can declare the income as “donation” or “other”. Lewis

marked it “other”.

At the school there was initial confusion. As far as the principal and the school board knew,

they had never given a cent to Foundation 51.

It didn’t take long for them to work out what had happened. Foundation 51, rather than

Crosby Textor, had invoiced the school for the consultancy report.

On Tuesday last week, a day after the calls started, the chair of the college board, Peter Jones,
put up a statement on the school’s website. It says, in part: “The payment refers to a
consultancy into the establishment of a primary school at Kormilda. The consultancy was
undertaken by Crosby Textor, a research, strategies and results company based in Sydney. The

board was never aware that Foundation 51 had any involvement in this process.”

The money trail

But that did not resolve the central mystery. Why had one company been paid for what the

school understood to be the work of another?
A week later principal Spiers is still none the wiser.

“I have been back into the archives, checked all the emails, board minutes, finance committee
minutes, and [ can find nothing at all that mentions Foundation 51,” she says. “The only link

with Foundation 51 is that invoice.”
When we contacted the foundation’s Graeme Lewis, he was not very enlightening.

He maintains that the former principal, Shinkfield, had come to him via a mutual contact to
offer the consultancy. Asked to be more specific about how the arrangement was formalised,

he says that “this is a small town”.

Lewis says he subcontracted some of the work to Crosby Textor and that Foundation 51 paid
Crosby Textor for its work. How much was paid, he does not recall. Quizzed on what

Foundation 51 actually did for the school, other than forward an invoice, Lewis was similarly

vague.
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“There would have been a report of some sort. [ can’t recall. I'm 73 years old and pretty
stupid,” he says. “The connotation that it was a political donation is absolute garbage. It was

never a political donation. It was a consultancy receipt.”

Foundation 51 has similarly subcontracted other commissions to Crosby Textor, he says. His

personal relationship with the firm’s co-founder, Mark Textor, goes back a long way.

“Mark Textor was born in Darwin. 1 knew him when he was growing up. I knew his father when

he was here as a senior policeman. I've known Mark for 50 years.”

Their political relationship goes back a long way, too. Lewis has been described as the
eminence grise of the territory’s Country Liberal Party. An accountant by profession, he has

been its president and its treasurer and worked on many of its campaigns.

Textor likewise is a long-time CLP operative as well as being perhaps Australia’s most
cunning political strategist. He is widely credited with bringing to this country various polling
techniques pioneered by the Republican Party in the United States, notably the use of facus

groups to refine negative messages that might resonate with swing voters.

In the 1994 Territory election campaign, for example, when Textor was a member of the CLP
campaign committee, voters were contacted by phone and asked whether they could support a
Labor candidate if they knew Labor planned to close the seas to non-Aboriginals and have two

laws, one for blacks and one for whites.

This is widely considered to have been the first use by any political party in this country of so-
called push-polling, a technigue by which damaging, false allegations about an opponent are

spread under the guise of seeking to measure public opinion.

Accusations of a 'slush fund’

Over the years, the Northern Territory has been used as a kind of testing ground for various

strategies. Which brings us back to Foundation 51.

The company was set up in early 2009 by Lewis and James Lantry, the chief of staff to the then

CLP leader Terry Mills. Lewis says its purpose was strictly commercial.

“We did market research for clients, we did a range of consultancy commissions, on social

issues, on lots of different issues,” he says.

Brochures distributed when the company was launched provide a somewhat different picture.
Foundation 51 offered memberships: at $5500 for a standard membership, or “platinum”
membership for $22,000. Members would benefit from access to “commercial research,

reports and information gathering ... with both economic and taxation advantages”.
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The research would be delivered by Mark Textor.

Foundation 51 also offered political access. Guest speakers at events included John Howard,
Peter Costello and Joe Hockey, as well as lesser conservative politicians and senior business

figures.

For most of its existence, the foundation had largely operated under the radar of electoral
regulators, and not made any disclosures. Then it made two, in very short order. The 2013-14
return, as we noted, was signed last October. Total receipts for that year were declared as
$101,200.

Six weeks later, another return was belatedly lodged for the previous year, listing total

receipts of almost $202,000. Most came from property developers.

Why the sudden rush to lodgement? Lewis says he did it on legal advice, out of “an abundance

of caution”.

And no wonder his caution is abundant. The Territory and federal electoral authorities are
now investigating the foundation, following the leaking of emails detailing the closeness of
the relationship between it and the government, as well as various allegations of impropriety
by disaffected former CLP members and a comgplaint by Territory Labor that it served as a
“slush fund” for the CLP.

Space prohibits detailing them all. Suffice to say, as Lewis did when we spoke to him: “The

brand of Foundation 51 has now been totally trashed.”

The company has been wound up.
Ongoing investigations

Lewis maintains the foundation was never an associated entity in the strict sense, because

money paid into it was not passed on to the CLP.

“The only time that money ever went from Foundation 51 to the CLP was in 2014 when - by
the time this had all blown up - [ thought, what the hell, and I gave something like $7000 to
the CLP.”

But cash is not the only currency in politics. So is information and research.

“My problem was that, as director of Foundation 51, I was coming into information ... that

then in my spare time I went and helped Terry Mills set up his electoral campaign.

“And then the electoral commissioner said, ‘You must have been helping the CLP - that

makes you an associated entity.””
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Lewis’s admissions suggest the following picture. Conservative donors pay into Foundation
51, The foundation commissions research. The research, conducted by Liberal Party pollster

Crosby Textor, as well as other research companies, then gets passed to the CLP,

As for how Kormilda College and the $33,000 fit into the picture, we can’t be sure. Maybe the
electoral commission investigations will find out, but don’t bet on it. The response of the
Northern Territory electoral authorities to questions from The Saturday Paper suggests they
are not following that money trail. The response from the federal electoral authorities

suggests only that the investigation is ongoing.
Crosby Textor did not respond to a request for clarification.

The best we can say is that the school appears to have become collateral damage in the long

war between Australia’s conservative parties and funding disclosure laws.

Not that Graeme Lewis cares too much about that. If the school doesn’t know whom it

engaged as a consultant, he says, “Well, I'm not responsible for that.”

TAGS:
CLP Kormilda College Foundation 51 Crosby Textor Helen Spiers David Shinkfield Graeme Lewis

Mark Textor

This article was first published in the print edition of The Saturday Paper on Feb 14, 2015 as "Crosby, bills and
stats”. Subscribe here

MIKE SECCOMBE

is The Saturday Paper's national correspondent.
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Foundation 51: Darwin school paid company at centre of NT
political donations probe $33,000

By James Oalen and ihe Nalional Reporling Team's Kate Wild
Updaled Mon 2 Feh 2015 7 18pm

Darwin private high school Kormilda College paid the Foundation 51
company at the centre of a Northern Territory political donations
probe $33,000 last year, Australian Electoral Commission documents
show.

The school, however, said it had no idea it had spent any money with
Foundation 51, which is being investigated by the AEC for links with the
ruling Country Liberals party.

The donation was included in the AEC's release of documents showing all
monies spent with political groups and parties in the past financial year.

PHOTO: The chaiiman of Kormilda College says he
had no idea il spent any money with Foundalion 51
las| year. (ABC News)

For the second conseculive year, Foundation 51 has filed an Associated
Entity Disclosure Form, which means it has functioned "wholly" or
"significantly” for the henefit of the Country Liberals, according to the AEC. MAP: Darwin 0800

That form shows Kormilda College spent $33,000 wilh Foundation 51
The school's chairman Peter Jones said his was news to him.

"The board commissioned some reseaich. the company commissioned lo do (hat was Croshy Textor, who did the work,"
Mr Jones said.

"I was not aware of any links between Foundation 51 and Croshy Texlor.
"In the conversation of Ihe board, there has never been mention of Foundation 51 "
The research was commissioned to help Kormilda College consider opening a primary school.

Foundation 51 director Graeme Lewis said the college's former principal approached him to undertake lhe reszarch and
that the school paid the Foundation 51 invoice.

"I commissioned [Crosby Textor] (o do the work, part of the work,” Mr Lewis said
"l told [Kormilda College] what we would be doing, how we would be doing it."

The Lahor Party has used Parliament to call Foundation 51 a CLP "slush fund”, a claim Mr Lewis and the CLP has
repeatedly denied.

"Il's important when you're talking about declarations and returns that we need (o make sure the laws are being looked
after and respected." Labor secrelary Kenl Rowe said

"We feel with Foundation 51 those lines have been blurred "

The AEC and Northern Terrilory Electoral Council (NTEC) are investigating Foundalion 51,

Peter Maley gave $50k to Country Liberals while magistrate

The AEC's release of documents also revealed fonmer Magisirate Peler Maley was the equal taigest donor jo the Country
Liberals, giving $50,000 when he was a sitling magistiale.

Mi Maley resigned in August 2014, less than 12 months in (he jol. alter monihs of caticisim fron Labor and ihe legal
protession thal a magisirale should not be assooated with a political party

PAINOLS AN
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But he said on Monday he had done nothing wrong, pointing out there were

) if you're a Territorian, you're
no rules affecting whether sitting magistrates can donate to political parties. Y Y

entitied to participate in the
"I you're a Territorian, you're entitled to participate in the political process," political process. | make no
he said. apology for donating to the

"I make no apology for donating to the CLP and will so in the future.” CLP and will so in the future,

Peter Maley, former magistrate
The Country Liberals raised $1.3 million, whereas the opposition Labor
Party raised $384,993 in the 2013/14 financial year, the documents
revealed.

Under AEC rules, all donations above $12,400 must be identified.

Less than 20 per cent of Labor's total donations are visible, but NT Labor party secretary Mr Rowe said the party's record
would become clearer when the NTEC disclosed returns next month.

"Under the AEC return it's $12,000, under the NTEC returns we do returns of $1,500," Mr Rowe said.

"We like to take money off a wide range of donors and people like that, and especially more recently, we're having more
people contributing small amounts of money to us.”

More on Foundation 51:

Property developers big contributors to Foundation 51, documents show
'Donations open my door' says Tollner

Three alternative systems of political donations in the NT

NT Parliament axes political donations inquiry

Email suggests NT company spent $200k on CLP election campaign
NT may hold inquiry into 20 years of political donations

Former NT chief minister 'held director role in Foundation 51'

Topics: secondary-schools, corruption, darwin-0800

First posted Mon 2 Feh 2015, 5:41pm

Contact James Oaten
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‘Give the CLP $10.000
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THE MALEY EMAILS

. get your information’
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Mystery has surrounded the
sudden resignation of
Magistrate Peter Maley. He quit
on Monday after asking for
more time to answer 13
questions from the NT News.
Some of the questions related
to these email exchanges with
former client Norm McCleary.
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3 days only (Extended due to popular demand)
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to cast your eyes
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magical artwork
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you to join us for
viewing a
master collection
of the finest hand
knotted wool &
silk carpets & rugs
available in
Australia
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McCleary Investments P/L Mon, 18 Mar 13 7:42 AM

to Peter Maley _Cuases.
. : PAPER TABLED
Re: Nows the time : 78 8 A

o

CERE A

Assure him there will be NO fallout for the CLP no matter what. Regards Norm

----- Original Message ----- .

From: "Peter Maley" <Peter,Maley@maleyslegal.com>

To: "McCleary Investments P/L" <betnorm@wn.com.au>

Sent: Monday, 18 March, 2013 6:09:23 AM GMT +08:00 Beijing / Chongqing / Hong Kong /
YUrumaqi

Subject: RE: Nows the time

| agree! [ will give them a week to settle down, then ! will contact Tollner!

Peter Maley LLE (hons)

Partner

Vizleys Barristers & Solicitors
“protecting your interests"

Tel; 08 89812266

Fax: 08 89815533
peter.maley@malsyslegal.com

GPO Box 2366, Darwin NT 0801
17 Cavenagh Street Darwin NT

This email message and any attachments a're confldentizl. The information contained in this emazil message and any attachments may
be confidential information and may also he the subject of client legel - Isgal professional privilege. If you are not the intended recipient,
any use, Interference with, disclosure or copying of this material is unauthorised and prohibited.

This email and any attachments are also subject to copyright. No part of tham may be reproduced, adapted or transmitted without the
written permission of the copyright owner.

If you have received this email in error, please immediately advise the sender by return emal( and delete the message from your system.
Maleys Barristers & Solicitors respects your privacy. Tel: B5812266

—

From: McCleary Investments P/L [mailto:betnorm@wn.com.au]
Sent: Thursday, 14 March 2013 10:01 AM

To: Peter Maley

Subject: Nows the time

Hi Peter, Now that Dave Tollner is in the right position can you please arrange for us to view all
the documents and files surrounding my original case? With Regards Norm




bethorm@wn.com.au Tue, May 20 13:13 AM
to adam.giles@nt.gov.au

Private and Confidential. A T =,
e lez
a3dvL ¥idvd
ARSI
Dear Adam, :

My name is Norm McCleary and | was a resident
in the NT from 1974-2000. { left the Territory to establish (float} Arafura Resources and to progress
other mining interests | had in the Territory at that time., Approximately 10 years ago | was involved
in pegging mining feases south of Alice Springs over what is known as the Pamela and Angela
uranium prospects. At the time there was a court case over this matter and | was unable to assert
ownership and the Court ruled against myself. :

It has always been my contention that certain officers in the Department and the Labor
Administration at the time colluded to frustrate my bonafide efforts. The current Head of the
Department was one of those involved. | did make a request under the Territory’s FO! legislation to
obtain the background on the Departments behaviour at the time, but as you may be aware the FOI
legislation is a toothless tiger and nothing of any interest was forthcoming,

t am now in my 60th year and | am starting to tidy up those outstanding items in my life
before fading from the big picture. This is one of those on my list. My salicitor in these matters at
the time was Mr Peter Maley who had strong links to the CLP and in particular Mr Dave Tollner.

In July 2008 | received a phone call from Peter Maley of Maleys Barristers and Solicitors.
He stated he was ringing on behalf of the CLP and in particular Dave Tollner. He went on to state
that the CLP was aware of what had occurred recently in regards to my pegging and application for
mineral claims over the Pamela/Angela uranium prospects and that they were sympathetic in
regards to what had occurred and that when they came to power | would be given the opportunity
to review all files and documents relating to the matter. Aiso he said that the CLP was in a bind and
was unable to raise enough funds for election advertising and if | would be prepared to
contribute “say $10,000” to help myself and the CLP. | agreed especially knowing that the CLP was
sympathetic and intended to allow me access to the files so | would be able to understand what had
occurred. | stated that my help would be money “well spent” and authorised him to utilise $10,000
fro my trust account at Maley’s for this reason. This was duly done on the 29.7.08 for the amount of
$5174.40 and again on thel.8.08 for the amount of $4825.60, The first amount was paid to NT
Broadcasters Pty Ltd and the second amount went directly to the CLP.

The CLP is now in power and ( have waited patiently, apart from my multiple contacts
with Steve Doherty at Minister Toliners office and numerous calls to Peter Maley. To Date no
outcome has eventuated as envisaged. | understand the Department may have refused the Minister
access to the files, and considering that this matter in terms of court proceedings is long settled |
find it difficult to understand their position.

Can you please look into this matter for me? | would like to think that the CLP is a Party
which is true to its word and commitments.
With
Regards, Norm McCleary
Sent from Windows Mail
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. DONATIONS TO POLITICAL PARTIES
y N ”"3": N Donor Annual Return 200 /ZOOCI

1#ls Y Ve cengiats!
“ @ /_f hnseﬁ Financial Year)

\\f’ ) Rafer to lhe Dmc.'c-sure Handbook for Donors at www.ntec.nt.gov.au before compileting this return

The deadline for lodging this return is 20 weeks after the end of the financial year

1 DONOR DETAILS

Name of Person or Organisation
NO" ma D Sdc( -Qe.j MCC (QQLAJ

_Postal Address R

CBlnbaeyy . WAL 230

| Tel no. (BH) Facsimile no. E-mail address -

2 DETAILS OF PERSON COMPLETING RETURN

Name (Wril_e 'As_ above' if completing your own relurn) B

O\S Q ‘Dov [~
Capacity/Posilion (e.g. company secretary, chief finance officer)

Fjostal Address_ S

T_tino.(_B_Hl ‘[Facsimile no. E-mail address

3 CERTIFICATION

| certify that the mformatlon in ths return and its attachments is true and complete)

“To 'H'\ bEQ'\‘ [« \
Signhature e T Gidn Dale 13!C?120/Cf
Address enquiries and returns to: NTEC use only

Northern Territory Electoral Commission

GPO Box 2419 DARWIN NT 0801 :
Date received

Telephone: 08 8999 5000 and 1800 MYVOTE

Facsimile: 08 89997630 E-mail: mail.ntec@nt.aov.au | Registration No.

Page 1 of 2 payes




Donations to Political Parties - Donor Annual Return, continued

4 DONATIONS TO POLITICAL PARTIES

1 July and 30 June:

Name of
political party

CLP

Dardi

DONATIONS MADE TO POLITICAL PARTIES
Details of each registered political party to whom donations totalling $1500 or more were made between

Address

» Donations include the supply of goods and/or services for no charge, or below commercial value
(i.e. gifts-in-kind as discussed in the Handbook).
® A donation to any person or body with the intention of benefiting a political party is treated as a
donation made to that party.

_'Value of
Date of
donation don;tlon

5 DONATIONS RECEIVED 7

. Details of persons or organisations from whom donations of $1000 or more were recelved and
used, in whole or in part, to make the donations listed in Part 4 above.

° Provide delails as referred to in the Handbook of Trusts, Foundations and Unincorporated
Associations, and their officeholders.

Value of .
Name of donor and Date of
officeholders AUdrSEs donatlon dongtlon
vy - - - — -
Attach additional sheels if necessary — numbered as attachment ........... of ............ attachmenls

Page 2 of 2 pages




A Nl Political Party & Branch Annual Return 2009

(Insert Financial Year)

Refer to the Disclosure Handbook for Political Parties al www.ntec.nt goy.au before
completing this return.

Party Details
Name of Party

Postal Address

)
£ PO _Rox A9« +
B DA Rulins ALT— 080 /
Telephone Number (BH) Facsimile Number E-mail Address

[0f- 89 4 p1244 | OF §9 480 GyG [dwector & &5 uminibeduf: Srg U

Agent Details

Name

[PETEL _ RiciHARD  AFLErs

Postal Address

FPo_flox A 194 —
___DARreN AT 9F0) —

Telephone Number (BH) Facsimile Number E-mail Address

|o¢ - 8548244 | OF 87 48aasq Wueclor dcosndry [ilidhli org. o

| certify that the information in this return and its attachments is true and
complete,

T =y === ——
Agent's Signal /(?/%jé . Daie/%&/" I ]
li_ !/“ S (,/’ (/ o __J A ) ___/

The dealine for lodging this return is 16 weeks after the end of the financlal
year

Address enquiries and returns to: o

e

Northern Territory Electoral Commission offica.use only LEVENl N
GPO Box 2419 > 1o
Darwin NT 0801 Date received '« RN R A1) ) B R
Phone: 08 8999 5617 B A}
Fax; 08 8999 5845 L bBEG, S
E-mail: mail.niec@nt.gov.au , | RegistrationNo. .|

Page 1 ofﬁ/pages




Political Party Annual Return

1. Total Receipts

Total Party Receipts for the Financial Year

The gross amount of all cash, and non-cash 'gifts-in-kind’, received by or on behalf of
the party or branch and its party units during the year. Receipts include donations,
membership, loans and returns on investments.

2. Receipts of

$1500 or more

Details of people and organisations from whom receipts (including loans) of $1500 or
more were received during the year. In the case of loans, other than those from a
financial institution, provide details of the terms and conditions of the loan as an
attachment. Additional details of officeholders (as referred to in the Handbook) are
required for receipts from trusts, foundations and unincorporated associations.
Ciarifying information (e.g. identification of donations) may be added under ‘Details’.

Name Address Amount Details
received
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Political Party Annual Return — Receipts

(DA-RNV) f/,(é{

SN G

Name Address Amount Details
$
Ho! ERASER (34  Levgmann of 2000 D e vATIo
Ry L (antein~ &
(AP s o] > Ao ¥ OwTri uNgns
Nosreny UL | WIUSHapT Ao AP | 0000, Do aTion/
DS TIAEITOAL] o I/ €244 €
NORTARDE 1oob | Llavel 1)1 Landssy SOOO Doy ATIONV
SV PPLER 9T DARWIN
rownes Cpapazl| Love | %? Awpcay Sor Do AN
MUDELIBY S DA
ArDeE v | 0 Bpx PP S0 Do ATION
Wonps | B Rw s’
HelT LASTVRAL Yor) 13 g { eDoo Do ATIOA,
Pry  La» |T&EVNVAT CHEFK
Ry T Jomveron (9 #oystaw (1S Sboa D o N ATION
N LAA N
Q&P Dprsrven/ jo2 Dottt  2Sec Doas ADON
NENE I VEFRING D bt | ELLE
YvM Dwermuapivs Po B 2759l Soan DOonranoss
Pry {1 W v gt &
OC 1 AR AL o R £P9 ] ] Ooan D onraa
Pry &m 222w
MELAD (V] PO Lox (321 (e a'a%) DCAATIOA
[NV ESTMEMS L D AL N
P LAou LS 23 VRD Drve So0 DO~ A4S
Lo wn yew
STRAVEW AYS U A4 J8S | OODBC DOABTION
DEVEoEMEMES I ABrAsh ST DV
LRy Post o efrce | 10000 DoarATIOAS
PosTo A4 | 7o v por crege| — -
Rarvpa220 6 | £ o Lo ALK Lo DOMAICA
DEVELOAMENTS DAt oL,
AU AGE STAMOM, V/Q'T?vxmahnl'é £ [/Soo Ponrmmon
3irrer Kans | po Koy R50éa| 0000 Donsanaa’

Attach additional sheets if necessary — numbered as attachment
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Political Party Annual Return — Receipts
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Name Address Amount Details
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Political Party Annual Return - Receipts

Name Address Amount Details
$
;ﬂm_ﬂ@gp, Ay BN CESTEL & OO0 DO /) Sw
L4  MERRAR A
CAP (Osaven
£ aaev e Fatimersror | | Yoo (o oTrnig oTIonS
TAPE pornei¥s | & 70 Kox 227 Seco DONLATIO
Py Iy D AweditV
Ceqg Ltk |16 sropy  gs [ ©oryy | Do/ Amons
LI IV AR
NT _ERECTOML | S0 1T T _Af0O Depee, t<
L0 Pt S D A2 1V ~ [Ce o motad)
ALLE _FVAeE P20 R ox 471 AN YaVs) Funenon/
Py Aot DAY |/
Vaa RI2 Y00 202 7 Muens ide Catbre 2 OO £UpcTIo |
LIVER MiESip| 3 Eoste ST KHSEAME
LIS GOV | K ohnk Lintle v Feoo D Ol ADICN
O F Copppmes | AFAL SAZNES _
FETER_ppriving CAVAVBEIL S § e RoNVHTI QY
; D A7/ '
€D TDLIER | Fows v Pras Sute? SRS P ontgTICn/
pT‘T Lip 'Qi:?‘/;i ' N?-? H,:-ﬂcf/gz}
THAING 7ZFRamBy € LIS tos o7 A4 ©O0G DOAATION
| FScps D v el € - .
THs FERLIILS S8 G8HOL ST 22 L DoV ATIONM
REERICELINOY Ot MERLLE
[TeovDapnn |3 £8cusmen Sr| 7 o0 D oV Ao
LANAES TGS DA\
AbUsevee QUL 16 STugnr oy | QOO0 DOAADOA
Ee  Poy Lad | ClrELamps —
TS’C{,QQ‘gt) Al |95 Bucinoss (ot S$TCCO P oA Do
T ' VX GHE Asit- S Tismen
EAST A UL 22 Cared <as A.LO0 D o pn A0V
@1{ L (LRARAMA
Y T e Saran ST y4eYs%s Donvpshos
[Py Aap | SLack oo v

Attach additional sheets if necessary — numbered as atfachment ... of ... aftachments.

Pag;/ﬁu! | # pages
7




Political Party Annual Return - Receipts

Details

Name Address Amount
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Political Party Annual Return

3. Total Payments

Total Party Payments for the Financial Year $ 7 673

TR 1]

The gross amount of all payments made by, or on behalf of, the party and its party
units during the year, Payments include wages and salaries, administrative and
electoral expenses, and investments,

4, Total Debts

Total Party Debts as at 30 June

$/Sv Qo0

The gross amount of all debts, loans, overdrafts and unpaid accounts of, or on behalf
of, the party and its party units as at 30 June.

5. Debts of $1500 or more

Details of those people and organisations to whom $1500 or more was owed at 30

June.
Name Address Amount owed | Loan details
$
CiP G 1FTX o /] Socoo Aocn o Gz,//

AEBACEE (g b,

-]

Attach additional sheets as necessary — numbered as aftachment ... of ... atfachments,
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@Eiﬁﬁi’;"‘-ﬁ Political Party and Branch Annual Return (2009)
Amendment :

Refer to the Disclosure Handbook for Palitical Pa.
completing this return.

Party Details
Name of Party

Country Liberals (Northern Territory)
(Previously known as Northern Territory Country Liberal Party)

Postal Address

GPO Box 4194 -
| Darwin NT 0801

Telephone Number (BH) Facsimile Number E-mall Address

| 08 8948 1755 | 0889480656 | secretariat@countryliberals.org.au |
Agent Details

Name

| Victoria Mencshelyi - e

Postal Address

| GPO Box 3459
Darwin NT 0801
Telephone Number (BH) Facsimile Number E-mail Address

[0419 289 891 [ 088948 0656 [ tory.mencshelyi@countryliberals.org.au |

| certify that the information in this return and its attachments is true and
complete,

APV L cvhe ! b> : Date 06/11/2014 J

Previous amendment number (if this year's return has previously been amended:

Address enquiries and returns to:

Northern Territory Electoral Commission ’ Office use only
GPQ Box 2419

Darwin NT 0801 Amendment No

Phone: 08 8989 5617 Date received.

Fax: 08 8999 5845
E-mail: mail.ntec@nt.gov.au Registration No




Page 1 of 3 pages

Political Party and Branch Annual Return - Amendment

1. Total Receipts this Financial Year (Write N/A’ if no change to this part)
Previous amount $ 831,081.00 Amended amount $ 835,907.00
2, Receipts of $1500 or more (Write ‘N/A’ if no change to this part)

List separately ‘Receipts previously omitted’, and ‘Amendments to information previously
submitted’. The item being changed should be clearly identified eg by restating the original
item and noting or by resubmitting the original part of the return with the item highlighted
and the change shown on the amending return.

Name Address Amount received Details
$

2a) Receipts previously omitted

Norm McCleary | 15 Hakea Crescent | $4 826.00 Donation
SOUTH BUNBURY
WA 6230

Norm McCleary | 15 Hakea Crescent | §5 174.00 In Kind
SOUTH BUNBURY
WA 6230

2b) Amendment to information previously submitted

Maley Pty Ltd 17 Cavenagh $4,826.00 DELETE
Street, Darwin

Attach additional sheets if necessary — numbered as attachment ... of ... attachments

Page 2 of 3 pages

Political Party and Branch Annual Return - Amendment




3. Total Payments this Financial Year (Write 'N/A’ if no change to this part)

J-Amended amount $ N/A l

[Previous amount $ N/A

4. Total debts as at 30 June (Write ‘N/A' if no change to this part)

Previous amount $ N/A Amended amount $ N/A §’

5. Debts of $1500 or more (Write ‘N/A' if no change to this part)

List separately ‘Debts previously omitted’ and ‘Amendments to information previously
submitted’. Clearly identify the item being eg by restating the original item and noting or by
resubmitting the original part of the return with the item highlighted and the change shown
on the amending return. )

Name Address ‘ Amount owed | Loan details
L $
5a) Debts previously omitted
_‘Z\\ =
\\_

'5b) Amendment to information previously submitted

R S ="l |
L = —

Attach additional sheets as necessary — numbered as attachment .. of  aftachments.
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Political Party Annual Return - Receipts
Name Address Amount Details
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NTeeNews

CLP accused of
backroom vote dealings

RO I N LT B BN

ATTACHMENT 8.

FOUNDATION 51 founder and CLP heavy Graeme Lewis paid printing
costs for a rival political party at the last election in what some involved
in the deal believed was an exchange for preferences.

An email dated August 13, 2012, seen by the NT News, from First Nations Political
Party helper Sarina Jan told candidates and supporters: “As you are aware the
CLP, Graeme Lewis, is paying for the printing costs of some FNPP candidates and
in return that FNPP candidates will give their 2nd preferences to the CLP.”

Mr Lewis was the CLP treasurer at the time of the election.

FNPP founder Maurie Ryan’s second preferences helped his niece Bess Price win
the seat of Stuart for the CLP from Labor’s Karl Hampton.

Stories of CL.P backroom support for Maurie Ryan’s campaign have circulated
since 2012, but never has an email aired so blatant in its suggestion of payments

for preferences.

Mr Ryan said MsJan’s email was “bullshit” and there were no deals for second

preferences with the CLP.

He said he directed his second preferences to Ms Price only because she had
promised to get rid of the regional shires previously introduced by Labor.

Mr Lewis told the NT News Ms Jan “made that up” and he had never passed on
money to First Nations or any of its candidates.

“1 think | bought Maurie Ryan a cup of tea once,” Mr Lewis said.

But Mr Ryan confirmed Mr Lewis did pay for posters and how to vote cards to the

value of “§1500-0dd, probably less than that, $1200".

hitp:/www.ntnews.com.au/lifesty le/elp-accused-ol-backroom-vote-dealings/news-sto...  15/09/2017
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Only donations of $1500 or more need to be declared.

“Karl rang me up and asked for my preferences, which would have got him over

the line,” Mr Ryan said.

“But I said ‘you get rid of the shires’. He said no. Karl wouldn’t do it. We had
discussions about this over the years, that it’s my fault Bess won. Neither of them

got rid of (shires).”

Asked why the CLP treasurer would want to financially help a political rival, Mr
Ryan said: “You’d have to ask him. I said ‘I'm going to take it because I've got no
money’. Nobody else, not even the devil himself offered me money.”

Ms Jan said “someone” who she couldn’t remember told her Mr Lewis would pay

for printing in exchange for preferences.

She said she believed this was improper at the time and First Nations candidates

told her as much.
“I told (Mr Lewis) no way because that’s not how our party acted,” Ms Jan said.

“And I said ‘Anyway, all the candidates have been told they can determine who
they give their second and third preferences to. He just said ‘fine, I'll pay for the
printing’. He had already agreed to the printing.”

Included in the email from Ms Jan was Heidi Williams, who is now Ms Price’s
chief of staff and the CLP candidate for Namatjira.

She was married to First Nations candidate Warren Williams at the time.

Ms Williams said she couldn’t remember the email and was not involved in politics
at the time other than as support for her then husband.

How to vote cards from the 2012 candidates do not appear to have been saved.

Other than Mr Ryan, all the candidates reached by the NT News said they
preferenced no-one on their how-to-vote cards, or that they couldn’t remember.

Mr Ryan has repeatedly stated he founded FNPP using his basics card.

Electoral returns from 2012-13 reveal he donated $40,000 of his own money to
the party, while a belated return filed last year with the Australian Electoral
Commission shows he donated $50,000.

15/09/2017
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Mr Ryan said there was only one payment — $50,000- and it came from a bank
loan made possible because of his salary after election to the chairmanship of the
Central Land Council in April 2013.

http://www.ntnews.com.aw/lifestyle/clp-accused-of-backroom-vote-dealings/news-sto...  15/09/2017




LADIs-AR3

Sy isinier POLITICAL PARTY
Y ELECTORAL

JGOMMISSIOH
Wy everywieewns ANNUAL RETURN 20/’?-/201_?
(Insert Fihancial Year).

Deadline for lodgement - within 16 weeks after the end of the financial year

1. Annual return for registered political party

Reagistration compliance - Electoral Act s17T1A

and

2. Annual disclosure return by registered parties
Financial disclosure of donations, payments and debts -

Electoral Act ss204 and 207

Name of political party: £ /LSRG L LT

Date lodged: @ = sussmmeissalauiiasmsini S0 S

Lodged by: ....Kffh Le&év{rﬁa/"l/h ’

-----------------------------------------




LADIs-AR3
POLITICAL PARTY

Registration Compllance Annual Ret /Z 0/

(Insen Re;fonlng Year).

Refer ta the Elactoral Act s171A before compleling this return
The deadline for lodging this return is 16 weeks after the end of the financial year

1 PARTY DETAILS
Name of Party - g
Joshalirs Ens]  Wahins FIAE]
Postal Address . : e #
70 . Boac 5079
Al f‘aw-—f
Telno: (BH) = Facslmileno, E-rnall-address

UL F528F
2 PARTY REGISTERED OPFICER DETAILS

Name-

K&"%-"ltyh\. (MMWWWT La_.rzﬂvfdz,._n
Postal Address

/0. Pore SO _’f'r)f
_Aeex,  fpe7 S -
Telno.(BH) ‘Facsimile no. E-meil address -
oL Fs 2E T
3 CERTIFICATION

The Electoral Act s171A requires a registered political party to provide, as part of their annual return to the
Electoral Commissioner, a current conslitution and stalement for the purpose of monitonng a panly's conlinued

eliglbility for registration (s171A).

yn that (Please tick either (a) OR (b) below, as applicable):

(a) the party was reglstered on an application fo which the Electoral Act section 152(3)
applies and the party continues to he registered under the Commonwealth Act; or

{b) the party was registered on an application to which section 152(4) applies and the party
conlinues to have at least 200 members who meet the requirements in section 152(4)(a).
and
O a copy of the parly’s current constitution is provided with this return.

| certify that the information in this return and | chments Is true and complete

esRegisterad Officer's Signature:..~/// .........cococeeimicinieeeiiin, Date: 3/ (21201
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LADIs-AR3

J/Ni0 POLITICAL PARTY AND BRANCH
J

: 'cd (883I10ON
¢ evERY vote countsl v
Financial Disclosure Annual Return 20/2/29/2
(Insert Finaficial Year)

Refar to the Disclosure Handbook for Politicel Partles at www.ntec.nt.gov.au before completing this retum

The deadline for lodging this return is 16 weeks after the end of the financial year

1 PARTY DETAILS

Name of Party 5 ;
Aastalion Fiust Nahons 14 Lho/l  Fat—T
Postal'Address e S ; . '
Fo.-Boy soF49
Alcle ..fr.’,amc;,? 5

Telno. (BH) Facsimile no, E-mall:address
OYUNHZE 7
2 AGENT DETAILS
Name
Postal Address
Tel no. (BH) Facsimile no. E-mail address

3 CERTIFICATION
| certify that the information i};bi'a/retum and its attachments is true and complete

eAgent's Signature./.

Lo

Addreas enquiries and retums to: NTEC use only
Northérn Terntory Electoral Commission

GPO Box 2419, DARWIN NT 0801 Date raceived
Telephone: 08 8999 5000 and 1800 MYVOTE Ragistration No,
Facsimile: 08 8999 7630 OR E-mall: ptec@nt.gov.au
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Political Parly & Branch Financial Disclosure Annual Return, continued

4 RECEIPTS

N A b M A R

cial year_22) 9—,/10/5

Total recelpts for finan

E!‘;.. 1:.". :1;‘ -; : “_‘:}:"'ir’i A ‘I“ :_:;'-‘"{":'& Sk 5 \Iﬁf:’-'}'aéﬁ“}'}?{fﬁ :‘%“5:‘ ft:@::ﬁ‘ A ,":.-'..
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A

Attach additional sheets if necessary — numbered as attachment ......... of ......... aftachments
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Potitical Party & Branch Financlal Disclosure Annual Return, continued

VNG

7
Altach additional sheets if necessary — numbered as attachment .......... of .......... attachments




Politicat Party & Branch Annual Retum, continued

5 PAYMENTS

Total payments for financlal year $

6 TOTAL DEBTS

LT R P ST R R T
e o o oibanal o e gy
at 80 dune;: o O

TR
Y

e

e

MiZS
F
"

L,
¥, ! T
Y e
ny y Bt
L

Attach additions! sheets as necassary - numbered as aftachment ........... Of .......... aftachmenis
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Political Party Disclosure
Return

FINANCIAL YEAR 2012-13
The due date for lodging this return is 20 October 2013

Completing the Retumn:
» This return is to be complelad by the person who is appointed as the parly's agent with the AEC.

s This return is lo be completed with reference lo the Financiel Disclosure Guida for Political Partles 2012-13
financial year.

s Amounts should bae reported on a GST inclusiva basis,
»  Further informalion is available al www.aec.qgov.au
» This return will ba available for publlc inspection from Monday 3 February 2014 at www.aec gov.ay.

+  Any supporting decumentation included with Lhis return may be (realed as pan of a public disclosure and
displayed on the AEC website.

» The information on this return is collected under the Commonwealth Elecioral Act 1918,

Name of political party ma;iréﬁi;n First Na!no_ns Polilic_al Par;_y
[ —_— - p— —

Party agent details )
Nama of party agent ' Halpin Hart

Postal address of party agent| 14/140 Qickward Drive

|Subutviown  Coconut Grove sweNT  Posicode 0810
Telaphone number | (04) 08820784 L
Emall address ' Halpin_hart@bligpond.com

) Fax number () )

]

Party agent’s certification
1 certify that the informalion contained in this relurn and ils altachments is lrue E]
and complate. | understand that giving false or misleading inlormalion is a serious
offence

1 certify that the information conlainad in this return and its attachmenls is true
and complele, axcepl for the particulars detailed in the ‘Nolice of Incomplete
Return’ form (altached). | understand that giving false or misleading informalion is
o serious offence.

OR

Agant’s signature Eﬂ ‘#/&qf\/dv______ l Dale

Enquiries and returns Funding and Disclosure Phone: 02 6271 4552
should be addressed to: Australlan Electoral Commission Fax: 026203 7655
PO Box 6172 Email. fad@aec.gov.au
3
REC
75 0CT U8

Ctfice use onty

Dale received
Funding & Disclosure

PPAR 1(06/13) ~ Pags 1 of




Part 1a: Total recaipts for financial year 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013

This is the gross amount of all cash and non-cash benefils receved by, or on behalf of, the $ 1475 po
political party, during the 2012-13 Ginancial year. I includes all amounts recelved for the ’
financlal year.

Part 1b: Amount calculated to be the value of gifts-in-kind

This is the amounl calculated to be the value of gifts-In-kind which was In¢luded in the ‘total '3 é'l
receipls’ amount reporied at Part 1a. '

Part 2: Amounts of more than $12 100 received in financial year 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013
Details of any person or organisation from whom recelipts (including loans) of more than $42 100 were received
during the 2012-13 financlal year.
For each parson or organisation, the following delaiis must be disciosed:
» {ull name and address of the person or organisation from whom receipts of more than $12 100 were received
¢+ amount thal was received - each amount received should be racorded as either a 'Donatlon’ or ‘other recelpl’

For loans of more than $12 100 (other than those from a financial institution) receved between 1 July 2012 and
30 June 2013, the terms and condlions of the 1oan(s) inust be altached

Amounl received Donation or other

Received from {GST inclusive) t receipl® |

e i

Neme 3 .00 |
Pastal address

Suburbiiown State Postcoda

Nama $ .00 1 _]

Postal pddress

Suburb/town Slato Postcodo

"T__
|
|

@~
[=
(=]

Name

Posial address

Suburbiown Slate Postoode
Name $ 00 |
! Postal addrass
i Suburbgwn State Postcodo

Name $ 00
Postal addsess

Suburbtown State Posicode

Name 3 ~ 00
Postal address

Suburbtown Stale Pasicode
Name S S - 00 ‘
Postol addrass

Suburb/iown State Postcode

= — |

I insufficient space, please aftach additional sheets. Total |$ P(f

* Please indicate whether this was a ‘Donation’ or 'olher receipt’. The AEC conlacls donors fo ensure they are aware of
thelr disclosure obligations and unnecessary contacl wilh olher persons . avoided if the nature of the receipt is shown.

PPAR 1(06/13) Page2ol4




. Part‘3: Total payments for financial year 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013

This is the gross amount of payments made by, or on behalf of, the political party, during the

2012-13 financial year. it includes all payments made for the financial year.
Part 4: Total debts as at 30 June 2013

This is the gross amount of all debts owad by, or on behalf of the political party as at

30 June 2013. Itis the total amount outstanding as at 30 June 2013.

Part 5: Debts of more than $12 100 as at 30 June 2013
Details of any person or organisation for which the party owes a debt of more than $12 100 which is outstanding as at

30 June 2013.

For each person or arganisation, the following details must be disclosed:

s full name and address details of the person, organisation or entity thal the debt is owed
¢ amount that s owed

o whether the debt is owed to a financial institution or non-financial institution.

Nama

Poslal pddress

Suburb/town
Name

Postal addrass
Suburb/town
Name

Postal address
Suburbliown
Name

Postal address

Suburb/town

. PR

Name -

Postal addross

Suburb/lown

Namo

Postal address

Suburblicwn

‘Nama

| Postal address
| Suburb/tawn
Name

Postal address

[Suburblmwn

$725 QU';]

$0 0

Creditor details

Slate

Stale

State

State

Stete

State

State

State

Pusicode

Pastcode

Postcode

Posicode

Postcode

Paostcode

Pastcodo

Pastcoda

Amount owed

| Financial or

(GST inclusive) N?,:‘;{:{:S{:gal
$ .00 .
$ 00 |
5 00 R
s 00§
|
s 00,
. il =
!
$ 00| ]
- .
s 0 |

If insufficrent space, please attach additicnal sheels.

PPAR 1(06/13)- Page 3 of 4
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"Links

State Governmant legislation may place requirements on political parties in addition (o federal requirements. Check with
your state electoral commissicn aboul requirements in your state

New South Wales - Election Funding Authority*
<hitp, twww. efa.nsw. sov.Aw

Victorlan Electoral Commission
Etp:{fwww vec vic gov au/

| Electoral Commission of Queensiand*

i Ywww ecq gld aay au/

Wastern Australian Electoral Commission*
hitp:/iwww . waec wa.qov.aw/

i Electoral Commission of South Australia
htip://www.ecsa.sa.qov.au/

]
Tasmanlan Electoral Commission
hilp:/ilec ias gov.au/

Australian Capital Territory Electoral Commission®
ftp/iwww.elections.acl.aov.au/

Northern Territory Electoral Commission®
ozl lwww.nt.qoy.auinteo

“denotes an organisation that operates a funding and disclosure scheme separate from the Commonwealth disclosure
scheme as at June 2013,

PPAR 1 (06/13) - Page 4 of 4




Political Party Disclosure (")) AEC
Return '

FINANCIAL YEAR 2013-14
The due date for lodging this return Is 20 October 2014

Complsting the Return:
« This return is to be completed by the person who is appoinled as the perty's agenl with the AEC.
= This retum is lo be compleled with referance 1o the Financial Disclosure Guide for Polilical Parties.
s Amounts should be reported on a8 GST inclusive basis.
e  Further information 13 available 8t www ae¢ gov 8y,
»  This relum will be available for public inspection from Monday 2 February 2015 at www.4€€.a0v.24.

s Any supporting documentation included wath this retum may be treated as part of a public disciosure and
displayed on the AEC website.

= The information on this retumn is collecied under the Commonwealth Elecloral Act 1918.

=

Name of political party AusT@nc wI EIRST  NB T (70,_’7. Y (-Mp'tf‘:’r-/m ]

==

Party agont details

Name of party agent (AL @ v S 5 AT ]
Postat address of party agent /S TR Cou AT
Subutown o $§73¢ 77| sita  A{T. Poslcode 0§72
Tetephone number|[{ ) OO H% W 1 6’(|L [ Fax number { )

Emayl address Lq,f,{hn_' L\H-W"‘](D LLQ) po A Epin.

Party agent's certification
! certify thal the infarmahion cantainad in this return and ils altachmenlts is true
and completa to the best of my knowledge, informaiion and belef. | have made D
dua and reasonabls inquinies of the political party on whose behalf | am agent for
the purposes of Part XX of the Acl | understand that giving false or nusieading
information is o serious offence

1 certify that the information contained in this celum and its attachments s true
and complele (o the best of my knowledge, inforrmation and baief, excep! for the
pariculars dalailed in the ‘Nollca of incomplete Ralurn’ farm (aftached). have
made due and reasonoble Inquirtes of the political party on whose behalf | am
agent for the purposes of Part XX of the Act. | understend that gvng fsise or
msleading informalion is a serious offence.

OR

Agent’s signature foa) i3 ,{ j e et i _ pate|QG. 1 -2et5”
Enquirles and rotums Funding and Disclosure Phone: 02 6271 4552
should be addressed to: Australian Elecloral Commission Fax: 026293 7655
PO Box 6172 Email: fad@aec.gov.au

Kingston ACT 2604

OHMico use only
Dale received
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Part 1a: Total receipts for financial year 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014

This is the gross amount of all cash and non-cash benefits received by, or on behall of, the
political party, during the 2013~14 financial year Ilincludes all amounts recelved lor the

financial year.

Part 1b: Amount calculated to be tha value of gifts-in-kind

This is the amount calculaled o be the value of gifts-In-kind which was included In the 'fotal

receipts’ amount reported at Part 1a.

SS’O ol 00

s #

/

£

Part 2: Amounts of more than $12 400 recelved In financial year 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014
Details of any person or organisation from whom recsipts (including loans) of more than $12 400 were received

during the 2013-14 financial year.

For each person or organisation, the following detalls must be disclosed:
« {ult name and addrass of the person or arganisation from whom receipts of more than $12 400 were received
» amount that was received. Each amount received shou!d be recorded as either a 'Donation’ or ‘other receipl’.

For loans of more than $12 400 (other than those from a financial institullon) received between 1 July 2013 and
30 June 2014, the terms and conditions of the loan{s) must be attached.

Received from

Nemo /M€ TFa'nve T

Ay
Posialaddiess [/ )\ | 1eAin @) @Mm va T
SUbUBROWN  y o0 41 flusTeArya S8 AT Posiode

Amount recelved
(GST inclusive)

Donation or other
receipt’

Donb-TioN

5$Q 000 — W

Nama
Postal addross

Suburbitown Stats

Posicode

Name
Postal address

Suburbiown State

Name

Poslal sddress

Suburbflown Slate

Noma

Postal address

Suburbftown Slats

Postcode

Pasicode

Nama
Postal address

Suburb/iown

Swiale

Name

Postal address

SuburbAown State

If insulficient space, please attach additional sheets.

Pastcods

Posicode

EL

rotel[sgy poy — 59

* Please indicate whether lhis was a 'Donalton’ or ‘other receipt’. The AEC contacls donors to ensure they are awara of
their disctosure obligalions and unnecessary contact with other persons Is avoided (f the nature of the receipt 1s shown.
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