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in both formal and informal ways. Children can learn at home with family, 

 
such as school.
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Number of 
children na
Average days for 
children na

 
 



Story of Our Children and Young People | Learning    

members were not strong. The team made the decision to close the program 

and the community in early childhood learning and development.

 

 
She is learning herself now’.

 
Excursion to the local waterhole

'I do reading and learning 
games with my daughter.  

She is learning herself now'
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before and some of the older ones have struggled at school where they feel 
like they have to leave their language and culture at the door.

At Children’s Ground, we take them out on their country and show them their place and 
ancestors, so they know who they are. They are learning from us, their family, and western 
educators too. We are teaching them in Arrernte and English. When they have their culture 

my older kids do because being on country is important. Everything comes from the land - 

kids and families are coming because they can see their culture and their family respected 
and valued’.
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Emerging 
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Over the past few years, Sadadeen Primary 
School in Alice Springs, has focused  
on embedding trauma informed,  

work. Recognising the barriers to children 
engaging in school were all too evident, 
with many students with a background of 

 
the school saw it needed to approach 
learning in a new and family centred way.

The school started by developing a strong school 
 
 

to meet the needs of its students. In its planning, 

between learning, belonging, safety, culture and 
nurturing children. Understanding support for the 

child’s life, the school partnered with government 
and non-government services to deliver and 
embed the trauma informed, family centred 

understanding that feeling safe is central to 
good learning; a change in thinking about 
behaviour to the understanding that all behaviour 
communicates a need and it is about how you 
respond appropriately to that need; a belief 
that the physical environment is important, and 

spaces; and a strong commitment to building an 
inclusive and caring school environment.

Primary saw a decline in behavioural incidents by 

well as promising signs of improvement in literacy 
for children in the early years.

 

'Feeling safe is central  
to good learning'
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simulated court proceeding in which student 
teams vie to present a superior legal argument 
before lawyers who act as judges.

unaware if they were to be the respondent or appellant. 

 
such as examples of precedence.  

 
the students brainstormed strategies for weeks.

government school in Australia to win a spot in the 

Outstanding Advocate Award.
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